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Mission. The word has varying meaning and contexts. Typing that word on the BING search engine yields 263,000,000 results in 0.23 seconds. A random sampling of them reveals a movie theatre in San Francisco, a roller hockey league and a restaurant featuring “modern Latin cuisine” in Scottsdale, Arizona. The dictionary defines mission as a specific task, effort or endeavor in the military, aerospace or religion.  A mission statement identifies, focuses and defines purpose. For WPC mission is that which focuses and defines our purpose. In mission we discover who we are in the lives and experiences of those whose hands we hold and whose hands hold ours.  Our WPC Mission Statement is – “Westminster is a community where people of all ages are 
transformed by God’s love to serve and grow as disciples of Jesus.” The transformation happens when we reach out. As the world is transformed we often find the biggest change is in us. Mission is an attitude and a core value. It is a place into which we are called to put our hearts, heads, hands, voices and dollars!
If you look our Annual Report for 2010, the year-end totals will reveal an expenditure for Mission of $30,000. Based on a budget of nearly $700,000 that’s 4%. Given that a tithe is 10%, the first glance at giving  makes us seem quite anemic at best. But dig a little deeper, look a little closer. On page 29 of the Annual Report, the amount of giving for Mission from budgeted amounts, Per Capita and Mission Beyond the Budget totals over $175,000. That covers extra, above the budget giving. It doesn’t completely list all that we are and do but it says we are learning more to be in mission.
I know of churches that don’t have a Pastor. There are also churches without much staff or any choir. There are even churches that don’t have Contemporary Worship. Can you imagine that? In fact, some churches don’t even have a building. But if, as a church, you don’t have a mission, I am quite sure you won’t be listed in a single one of the 263,000,000 Bing results. Once a very wise church leader wrote, “The church exists in mission, the way a fire exists by burning.”  If that is so, Westminster (I am quite sure) is a four alarm fire!

