Bruce’s Blog

On Ash Wednesday we will begin the program entitled 40 Days of Love. The materials are based on a national church campaign that has been used by churches across the U.S., focusing  on 1 Corinthians Chapter 13 - the Love Chapter. The visuals and PowerPoint slides that highlight the messages, I believe, will be of great value to us all. To that end we will be using the screen during 9 a.m. worship. In making this announcement I know that some people will be very happy, others quite dismayed and the majority of folks basically unconcerned.  This is not a Traditional or Contemporary worship move, meaning the music will remain unaffected. It will also be "business as usual" for people who sit in the Narthex and have been viewing the flat panel screens all along.

I believe the screen and projection technology are a great addition to the richness of our worship life. In Jesus' ministry he took worship outside of the temple confines that people were used to and used the "screen" of nature and outdoor settings. Jesus was so good at teaching. His use of every possible way to show God's love and teach about God's caring, is a great model to follow.

What has changed since last year when we took a break from utilizing projection technology? Everything and nothing. As the one responsible for worship Session has left the use of media like the screen up to me. This series lends itself to showing images and slides. When 9 a.m. folks miss a video they heard was great at 10:30, they wish they had seen it. When we do lower  the screen at 9 a.m., different people are unhappy. What we are asking everyone is to give the flow of worship a chance. We know that we don't have perfect capabilities for sound, lighting, video, seating, etc. in the sanctuary. That is why the Sanctuary Renovation Team is working so hard to make sure that we integrate concerns, needs and hopes from the survey into our new designs. That is also why they are studying other churches to see what worked in their remodeling (!!!) and what things missed the mark (oops). Their work will take time but it has begun and they are being very purposeful and diligent.


Technology is neither our salvation or our ruin. The theater, opera, sports stadiums and even your hand held cell phone and flat panel TV are all equipment that deliver a message. The messages in these 40 Days of Lent will be inspiring for us all. Even if you are hesitant, please join in WPC's Lenten Journey with a heart open to experience 40 Days of Love. Don't forget that Ash Wednesday is March 9th and we will begin with a soup supper at 6 p.m.  and the worship time at 7 p.m. We will begin our journey with worship through various artistic presentations including music, liturgical dance, visual art, storytelling  and music. I am looking forward to our journey to Easter. I know you are too.
