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3 God's grace has been given to me. So here is what I say to every one of you. Don't 
think of yourself more highly than you should. Be reasonable when you think about 
yourself. Keep in mind the amount of faith God has given you. (Romans 12:3, NIRV)
I nearly always find the ability to look at things objectively a very valuable thing. The only problem is I sometimes am not able or willing to do so. Sometimes my perspective is just plain wrong. Other times my view is simply limited or inadequate. When one's vantage point is poor, proper assessment is greatly hindered.
Instead of focusing outwardly, I think my first stop in objectivity should be for myself. For a Christian person that usually leads in the direction of seeing ourselves the way God does. In the passage above Paul tells the Romans (and us!) to be "reasonable when you think about yourself." Back to that oh so fine line - avoiding think too much, or too little of ourselves. In Spiritual Gifts talks we remember Paul's words about being a part of the Body of Christ. Don't think too little he says in 1 Corinthians 12:15: "If the foot should say, 'Because I am not a hand, I am not of the body.'" Don't think too much he says in 1 Corinthians 12:21: "And the eye cannot say to the hand, 'I have no need of you.'"
The bottom line is that we are made in God's image. It is perfectly objective for each of us to say we have value and worth simply because we were created by God. It is also objective to see our shortcomings for what they really are. I have strengths, weaknesses and possibilities - AND SO DO YOU!

At first it might seem scary to look at ourselves objectively. I know my first thoughts of looking at myself the way God sees me were quite intimidating. The Good News is that God the Father sees what I have been, what I am and what I can be. The Better News is that when I can't pray the Spirit does it with and for me. But the Best News, the very Best News, is that Jesus is my teacher, mentor, Savior, friend and hope. That's the very same thing he is for you. Test it out - look at yourself objectively as a Child of God, Creation of the Creator, Part of the Body of Christ. See? It's true!

3 I'm speaking to you out of deep gratitude for all that God has given me, and especially as I 
have responsibilities in relation to you. Living then, as every one of you does, in pure grace, 
it's important that you not misinterpret yourselves as people who are bringing this goodness 
to God. No, God brings it all to you. The only accurate way to understand ourselves is by 
what God is and by what he does for us, not by what we are and what we do for him. 









(Romans 12:3 MSG)

