Bruce’s Blog

For the last couple of years our WPC church leaders have concentrated on leading by purpose. Purpose involves both destination and intention. People, and congregations, that move forward by purpose live more productive and fulfilling lives.

 Where are we going?


With whom will we be traveling? 


How are we going to get there? 
These are very essential questions, ones that need both to be asked and answered. Fulfilling our purpose is both a stewardship and a discipleship issue. We have both a calling to serve Jesus and a limited amount of resources with which to work. Every moment matters a great deal.

How shall we measure the effectiveness of the goals we have set for WPC or our own lives for that matter? Some measurements of things are done with numbers. Percentage increase, means-analysis or quantitative statistics don't work as well for the church as for some groups. For one thing numbers aren't the only factor and for another we have to be careful who and what we are counting. When we use our Spiritual Gifts for example, we need to study the results of the people affected by them rather than the usage rates of the "gift vessels." For someone gifted with teaching the faith it isn't how nice their lesson plan is or how much the other teachers like them that matters. What matters is how much their students are learning and how well they can apply their learnings in the world around them. Someone using gifts of leadership shouldn't be measured by how they look or act but by what impact they make on the lives of those they are leading. 

So what does that mean for us as we go about trying to engage in relationships that matter and sharing love in ways that are equally meaningful and transformative? I have a simple suggestion. Rather than looking at budgets and flow charts, I think we need ask just one question. In what I do for Jesus and for his church, "How many hearts do I touch and how many hands do I use to do it?" It is simple and to the point. It is both a modern strategy and an ancient practice. It employs Jesus' math, which is multiplication. The more people I encourage to share in loving acts, the more the love is multiplied. Touching lots of hearts and using many hands to do it is not only what Jesus taught, it was how he lived. And how he wants to live in us in his name.
