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We are in the season in the church year called Lent. Lent has the same root word as lengthen, because our days are getting longer. Lent is 40 days of preparation for Easter. The 40 days are counted from Ash Wednesday to Easter but not including Sundays. To help you in your daily devotions for this season I am printing the link to our denomination’s online Lenten devotional guide:   http://www.pcusa.org/today/lent.htm
If you aren’t that good with cut and paste, just go to www.pcusa.org and type “Lenten devotional guide” in the search box. There you will find scripture readings and thoughts for each day in Lent.
. 
In the Old Testament Moses and others could only approach God after purifying themselves by a fast of forty days.  Jesus, after His Baptism, began to prepare Himself for public life by fasting and being tempted for forty days in the desert. This year my reflecting will be centered around where I can find Jesus in the desert times of my own life. 
When people find out I am a Presbyterian pastor they want to know how we “do” Lent?   I tell them it is a time for thinking about our own faith and preparing for the greatest news in the Christian message – the Easter reality of life winning out over death.
This year at WPC we want to encourage you to participate in Lent in the Living Room (LLR) a way for people to get together and grow in relationships and in our own faith. We will be using John Ortberg’s GOD IS CLOSER THAN YOU THINK as a way to start our conversations. For 6 weeks of March 1st through April 5th people will gather in Living Rooms or at the church and get connected to one another and to God. We have many groups, so the chances are good there is one that fits your schedule. Email Jeanie Haapalainen  (haapalong@sbcglobal.net) or call the church to let us know you are interested.

Another way we are preparing is by consider JESUS – In the Words of Jesus, which is our Lenten theme for this year. Dan LeMonnier started us out on Ash Wednesday with stories of Jesus in John’s Gospel. In worship throughout Lent we will look at some of the claims Jesus made about himself. By looking at some of the less familiar “I Am . . . “ sayings of Jesus we will paint the picture of who he is and who he can be for us.

40 days go by fast. Let’s fill them with prayer and the possibility of growing closer to God and to each other!

