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The Well Curve
All the way back to statistics class in college, I remember the Bell Curve. That was the immutable law of statistics that said normal distribution huddled near the middle and the two polar ends were lower. It worked, I was taught, for just about everything. This “meeting in the middle,” when placed on a graph, looked like a bell.
One of the many suggestions as to what’s new in cultural and therefore religious circumstances is that things don’t look as much like a Bell Curve anymore. Shrewd observers suggest instead, a Well Curve. Things seem to be moving from the middle to the two ends. Many things, when graphed now are higher on the ends and lower in the middle – making a well. What? A well, think about it. Televisions are getting bigger (giant plasma screens) and smaller (I can watch on an iPod or cell phone). The U.S. Bureau of Statistics shows that, in the last decade, the percentage number of students scoring in the highest ranges went up, so did the percentage scores of the bottom range students. The number with middle scores dropped.
So what does all this mean for the church? It means we have to adjust our thoughts to the phenomenon as well. One example is in the size of our groups. People seem to have a preference for worship and church-wide events (large groups) and are growing in the appreciation of small groups. We don’t have as many mid-sized groups anymore. When it comes to person power we have people who are high commitment and are here a lot. We also have a lot of people who can give some time when it works for them. Our staff is committed to helping you find a place to serve that allows you to participate, but don’t overburden. We don’t have as many moderately involved people. We believe there is great value in those who are high-capacity church workers and we know there is unbelievable potential for those who can give a few hours here or there or a couple of days every other month. 

Like so many things Jesus touches the church is being turned upside-down in our time. The bell has become a well. And why wouldn’t it? The Church of Jesus Christ (especially WPC style!) is far from average, normal or a standard deviation.
