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Once a businessman went throughout an entire neighborhood making offers on each and every one of the houses. When the offers were accepted, these modest homes would net their owners quite a nice income because the property was in a prime location for development. One man, who couldn’t believe what he had received for his house, decided to fix it up for the new owner.  He set about cleaning and painting and generally sprucing up the property. One day the developer came by and asked the home owner what he was doing. “Making sure you get the most for your investment,” the man replied, putting the finishing paint touch on some window trim. “You’re wasting your time,” the buyer said. “I don’t want the house, just the property. I’m building a brand new beautiful building on your lot.” 


We catch ourselves thinking, over and over again, that we can make our own “house” into a mansion by individual, personal work and effort, instead of giving everything over to God for the transformation that can only come from the Creator of Everything. Someone has said that North America has an anorexic culture – depriving itself of the very thing it needs to survive and then thrive. Our world is constantly asking us  to dream bigger and bigger dreams - on less and less sleep. With God, less is often more. We are called human beings (and not human doings) for a reason. There is much to be done, for sure, but only when we let God do things through us can we accomplish Kingdom purposes.

“Pray more than may be fashionable and use fewer words,” says Eugenia Gamble. God wants our doing to come out of our being. Call it counterintuitive or paradoxical, but through parables, life lessons and unexpected examples, God invites us to utilize heavenly, uncommon sense.

In the Kingdom of Jesus, most, if not all, things are different than they are in the kingdom of the world. Mustard seed sized faith sprouts enormous realities. Life is gained through losing it. And the greatest commandment is to love by reaching into the world with servant-like behavior. Lasts become firsts and the greatest power we know – death – has been defeated once and for all. 

In this Easter season, once and for all, God calls us to make all things new by remembering the lessons that are very old. Human doing comes about through heavenly being. Eugenia is right in her charge to us – “Pray more than may be fashionable and use fewer words.!”
