Bruce’s Blog


This time I have three pieces I would like to share with you. The first is something I wrote when asked, “Who is the pastor for pastors?” The second a belief statement from Leo Tolstoy and finally a blessing/affirmation from our BOOK OF CONFESSIONS that I have always loved. Next year it will be 450 years old, but it still works for me.
My Pastor by Bruce


“I have a pastor who’s presence brings me life-giving affirmation; who’s touch is calming, who’s way is the way of gentle challenge and thunderous support.  My pastor is older and younger, male and female, new to faith and experienced in living it for what seems like forever.  My pastor has many hands; hands that reach out and hands that reach in; hands that hold me up when I stumble and push me into the soft pleasant chair of Sabbath rest when I need to be still, when I simply need to be and not do.


My pastor is available to me and is oh so real:  both perfect and perfectly mine.  Not representing any vested interest, save investing in me, my health, my healing, and my hope.  My pastor rests beside me in pastures green and drinks lemonade with me beside still waters.  And when my pastor can do nothing for me nothing except weep with me and pray for me, my pastor is willing to walk through the valley of the shadow of death, encouraging me to believe that on the other side is New Life.


My pastor is color-blind and yet is a lover of multi-colored people.  People colored red with anger and embarrassment; people colored blue in a distanced detachment staying as far away as the clouds;  as near as my next breath. I have a pastor. His name is Jesus.”
I Believe by Leo Tolstoy

I believe in God, who is for me spirit, love, the principle of all things.


I believe that God is in me, as I am in God.


I believe that the true welfare of humankind consists in fulfilling the will of God.


I believe that from the fulfillment of the will of God there can follow nothing but that which is good 

for me and for all others.


I believe that the will of God is that every person should love all persons, and should act toward 


others as he or she desires that they should act in return.

I believe that the reason for life is for each of us simply to grow in love.


I believe that this growth in love will contribute more than any other force to 



establish the kingdom of God on earth.

From the Scots Confession – 1560

We confess one God alone,


to whom alone we must cleave,


to whom alone we must serve,


to whom only  we must worship, and


in whom alone we put our trust.   Amen.
