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It seems that a small company came to the decision that they wished of offer a pension plan to their employees.  With no expense to any  of the workers, a retirement plan would be established so that everyone would have a little “nest egg” when the time came.  The only catch -  every employee needed to sign up.


Soon after it was announced, everyone but Sam had signed up for the company plan.  They all tried to get Sam to sign, but he refused.  From fellow line workers to the shop supervisor, everyone failed.  Absolutely nothing worked.  Finally, the word got to the president of the company, who promptly summoned Sam for a little “face to face”.


When he entered, the big boss said he understood that Sam was the only employee to refuse to agree  to the plan. “That’s right,” said Sam.  Looking him straight in the eye, the president said, “Either sign the form or be fired.”  Without any hesitation, the man picked up the pen and scrawled his name on the dotted line.  Amazed by the whole thing, the president looked at him and asked, “Tell me, why did you sign it now when everything else failed to persuade you?”  Sam simply replied, “That’s easy.  You're the first person who explained it so I could understand.”


In some ways, life is so incomprehensible.  In others, it is so simple.  Everything has so many layers, options, possibilities.  But, in the final analysis, we all require oxygen, food, and love.  We will all die someday.  Most of us like to laugh and sometimes feel all alone in the world.  And, when up against the wall, we can respond correctly when given options, like my buddy Sam in the story above.


Astronomer, philosopher, and until fairly recently - heretic - Galileo, said, “I have noticed that the sun which holds the whirling stars, planets, and worlds in place in the universe also has time to ripen a bunch of grapes on the vines in Italy.”


Robert Schuller wonders, “If God believes in us, why don’t we believe in God?”


Mother Teresa, when asked why we can’t do the things that are most kind and basic to the essence of life, answered, “Distractions--too many distractions.”


Distractions.   Questions.  Schedules.  Commitments.  All are agendas that keep us from the simple truth that each moment is the only one like it we will ever see.  In the Old Testament, the word is that each day is laid before us.  “Life or Death;  Blessing or Curse.”  The choice, of course,  is simple if we can avoid the distractions and have someone explain it to us in the no-nonsense words of the company president.
