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"I see dead people.” That’s the unforgettable line from the movie THE SIXTH SENSE. In that film, a boy communicates with people who don’t know they’re dead. Well, I see invisible people and I am quite sure they know they are invisible. They push cleaning carts and stand out on corners with signboards advertising “huge” sales or store closings. They are waiting in the emergency room because of no health insurance. Some invisible people are in our Gathering Space between worship hours on Sunday mornings. They are looking for something, but they aren’t quite sure what. And we aren’t ignoring them on purpose. We are, quite honestly, so focused on our own tasks and conversations that we just don’t see the invisible ones looking for a little human contact. We might hesitate before talking to them because we think they are new, but aren’t quite sure. So the fear of embarrassing ourselves outweighs taking the risk of making them visible.

Our current generation has created an affliction that author Bill Wiser calls “a false sense of connectedness.” Cable and satellite TV, email and the internet seem to bring us closer together but usually do nothing to promote true intimacy. One person described himself as living a life of “10,000 acquaintances.” More than once someone has come to see me for help in breaking out of their own prison of isolation, depression and melancholy. They are surprised when I ask them to do one act of compassion for someone else each week and to get out in a public setting at least once each day. It is counterintuitive, but true. Reaching out is the only way to heal emptiness within.
To Jesus, there were no invisible people. He saw them all, spoke to them all. Cared for and healed them all. No one was hidden from Jesus, no matter how invisible they were to the society. That is the marching order Jesus leaves for us, “See the invisible!” WPC is a place where people care. And so we should celebrate those moments when we do recognize invisible people and help them step out of the darkness and walk into the light of Christ. For each “invisible” person we see, how many stay hidden? The recognition of all is something we should strive for all of the time.
I guess in some ways that was the major gripe Jesus had with the Pharisees and the like. It wasn’t that they weren’t putting forth any effort – quite the contrary. They were busy enacting legislation, interpreting legal issues securing their own retirement – dotting every “I” and crossing each “t”. They were very busy and energetic. The problem Jesus had with them, I think, is that they were exercising leadership and expending energy in areas that didn’t matter at all to God. Churches can get caught up in that far too easily. When did we see Jesus naked or hungry or in prison? It came about when we looked for those otherwise invisible to society. Why did Jesus declare the blessedness of the poor, sad, disenfranchised and otherwise unimportant to the world around them?
It was his way of saying, “You feel invisible, but you are noticed, loved and important in the eyes of God.” And to those of us seeking to be his eyes and ears and hands and feet.
