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In America we seem to want two very disparate things when it comes to public personalities. On the one hand we want to see people stand up to authority, do the outrageous and challenge conventional thinking. We also want to witness humble hearts and genuine repentance in corporate bosses, entertainers and perhaps, especially, in religious leaders. Who would think we could learn profound grace and forgiveness in baseball? A few days ago, Detroit Tigers pitcher Armando Galarraga was facing the 27th batter. The previous 26 had all come up and been mowed down. A perfect game was one out away. Galarraga threw a good pitch and then ran to first to receive the throw that put the 27th batter away. A perfectly easy call for any 4 year old to make. Enter umpire Jim Joyce. He completely blew the call, gesturing the runner was safe and ruining one of the rarest things in all of sport - a perfect game. No just a no-hitter, a PERFECT game. No one had reached first base at all. Joyce missed the call and as soon as he saw the replay he knew for sure he had taken a spot in history away from a deserving player. What to do? Well the pitcher, kept his cool and with a wry smile of pain and disbelief, proceeded to retire the 28th batter. The ump drove from Detroit to Toledo to spend the night with his mom, which he did every time he was working the Motor City. They stayed up until 1 a.m. talking about life, lessons and blown calls. The next day the umpire went on every media outlet he could and apologized; honestly and tearfully. The pitcher accepted it graciously and the next day, the Detroit fans, not always the model of decorum and hospitality cheered the man who less than 24 hours earlier had robbed their player of a hard earned honor. 
One major problem with forgiveness, especially for proud North Americans is that most of us have an easier time forgiving than being the one who is seeking forgiveness. Best-selling author Gary Chapman and therapist Jennifer Thomas have a new book out called THE FIVE LANGUAGES OF APOLOGY. The introduction to the book says, "We are experts at wronging each other, but when it comes to setting things right, we all could use some help." They suggest  5 "how-to" languages that focus on saying, "I'm sorry." The languages are: Expressing Regret, Accepting Responsibility, Making Restitution, Genuinely Repenting and Requesting Forgiveness.
Someone has said, "if we can’t give or accept forgiveness we are underestimating God and God’s grace."  I have some work to do - how about you?
