BRUCE’S BLOG

Sometimes, when working through proper language choices with my kids, I ask, “How would you like to have your mother hear you say that?” It usually brings them around and into the conversation in a helpful way. The true test of what we say is who we would feel comfortable hearing it. The same goes for church.  A recent poll asked people if their church was one people felt good about inviting others to attend. Almost 50% said, “No.”  Even though they attended or belonged to a specific congregation, it wasn’t one they felt was worthy of inviting others to share.  

An experience like that happened to me a few years ago when I was visiting family in the Upper Peninsula of Michigan. My mother invited me to go to worship with her and so we headed off to her church (yes, it was Presbyterian.) I had asked if we needed to be there early and she responded with a bemused look and the words, “No, that won’t be a problem.” About halfway through the service, my mom leaned over and whispered, “Bruce, I am so sorry – it’s usually not THIS bad!” Later, she admitted that it was often painful for her to go but she hadn’t expected things to be so slow, sorrowful and dull. 

I have given up the judgment thing with regard to other pastors and congregations a long time ago. When I visit I consider myself part of their cheering section. Two experiences helped me with that. One was a Notre Dame professor who attended the church I served in South Bend. One day, after he had said a kind word about my sermon, I said, “Well thanks, but I am sure it is not up to Notre Dame standards.” He looked me straight in the eye and said, “I don’t come here for an academic lecture, I come to have my soul fed!” The second was in a class I took in the Doctoral Preaching program. An Old Testament scholar, who had been a teacher of mine in Seminary was teaching Preaching from the Old Testament. I expressed to him anxiety about preaching in front of him. His response was to say that he was not and never would be the preacher that the students in his class were. “I can, however,” he said, “help you become the very best preachers you can be.” All of that led me to the conclusion that preaching and worship are not competitions or spectator sports. Good worship – God worship – takes all of us!
Would you feel comfortable inviting others to WPC? Many of you have answered a resounding, “Yes!” If it is worth having people share, then we are on the right track. The power of the Westminster Experience, I think, is in what we share together and how everyone plays their own important role. My role, like my Old Testament professor is in helping each worshipper be the very best they can be. It’s my job, my life and my privilege. Thanks for sharing WPC life with me. And if you aren’t yet part of the family, we would love to get to know you!
