Bruce’s Blog

It was a polite, but pointed email that I received a couple of weeks ago. The questioner wanted to know why we would be devoting the whole Fall to a study of the Book of Acts. “What,” (s)he asked, “does it have to do with life today?” After my initial annoyance and grumbling I realized not only was it a fair question but spending time on the answer might actually enrich our efforts in Acts. So what does ACTS have to do with WPCs? Is there anything in the first century that can inform the twenty-first century? In Acts we discover that there were lots of different ways people served the Lord but it was the same Lord who was being served. The leaders of the church, Peter and Paul, had vision, passion and vitality, but did not always share the same vision, passion and vitality, so sometimes squabbles ensued. That church, like ours, was only one generation from extinction. They had to make decisions about whether to pursue the new or the normal; the familiar or the foreign. People had to admit that while there is only one Gospel, there are many ways to live it out. And it was best lived out in community.
Like those early disciples we Janey and Johnny-come-latelys must decide those with whom we will associate. Who do we speak to after church? For whom do we pray week after week? How do we allocate our resources: moments and money, hearts and hands, labor and leisure as a faith community? People want to label us for what we are against, we need to show them what we are for. The temptation is to patrol carefully, looking for what has to be, while the Spirit is calling us to pray it forward, dreaming of what can be.

To grow into and affirm fully the future with which God is blessing us the new and foreign (people, places and ideas) need to be embraced, but we prefer to remain with the familiar and comfortable. Wait a minute, am I talking about then or now? A band of regular people trying to trend against a world power that has little interest in God things. Which century first – or twenty-first?
ACTS has everything to do with now: spirit, opportunity and purpose!

