Bruce’s Blog
At least 3 to 4 times a month I get questions from someone wanting to get a new Bible. What’s out there? What would you recommend? What’s the difference, anyway? When you go to any book store, religious or secular, you quickly realize we have an embarrassment of riches.  There are colorful Bibles and plain cover, we have hard cover, paperback and leather with gold edging. There are translations, study guides, paraphrases and a thousand other things. There are bibles for couples, singles, teens, men, 12 step members, students. Yup, an embarrassment of riches. But rather than embarrassed, we should be focused on exactly what we want. I could spend a very long time answering the Bible question but let’s see if I can give you some pointers in just these few lines.

Often people pick out the function or features they want in a Bible and then choose the translation.  In my opinion you should find the translation you like and then look for the features. If you have any questions about the translation for you I have three thoughts. First, consider buying a cheaper, paperback version of the one you are considering. “Test drive” that one and if you outgrow it or don’t like it, give it to WPC and we will get it into someone’s eager hands. Secondly, if you want a more readable Bible but simply don’t have the funds right now (Bibles can be pricey) let us help! Right inside the canopy entrance to the church is a wire book rack with Bibles in it. Take one. Read it and then bring it back when done or keep it – for free! Those Bibles have been provided by people who want to get God’s word into interested hands. So far, in the three and a half years we have been giving out Bibles, over 10 cases (more than 250) have been distributed. They are there for the taking, either  for yourself or for someone else you would like to see have one. The third way to do a test drive is online. Go to Crosswalk.com. When the home page comes up, click on the Bible Study Tools link in the upper left hand corner. When you get there you can read any portion of Scripture in more than 2 dozen versions.  Here are three possible Bible versions you might consider:
New Revised Standard Version (NRSV). I believe this is the most competent and scholarly version available. I grew up with its parent the Revised Standard Version, which came out in the 1940’s. In those days the RSV was the best of scholarship and the first real viable option to the King James Bible. (The King James was a masterful work of faith and scholarship – but a lot has developed in both language and scholarship since 1619.) The pro of the NRSV is its scholarship and gender sensitivity. The con would be that sometimes it is not the easiest to read and when spoken out loud, does not have the best rhythm of language.

New International Version (NIV). This is the most popular Bible version.  It has good scholarship and, I think, is more readable than the NRSV. Some people find it too conservative a translation, but others find the NRSV too liberal. It is a good mix of being scholarly and readable, which is probably why it is the best selling Bible over the last 30 years. Before you buy this one, though, you may want to hold off. A new, New International Version is scheduled to be out in 2011.
New Living Translation (NLT). This is the Bible I usually read from on Sunday mornings.  It is not the Bible I study from, but it is one I like to read aloud because  it flows well and is understandable. Another very readable version is the New Century Version (NCV) because it manages to be both simple and accurate. 
Once you choose a Bible version it is time to look at features. If it just has the text I think you run the risk of not having tools for the most important part of Bible reading: Bible application. If you are primarily going to study, get one with a study guide. If you want to know how to live out God’s word, get a life application Bible. If you want to enhance, inform or encourage a particular situation or circumstance in your life then look for a Bible for where you are. There are Bibles that have accompanying words of understanding for Singles, Couples, Teens, Soldiers and lots more.
Now that you are either very focused or completely confused, let me offer one more thought. In addition to whatever Bible you get, you should have a copy of THE MESSAGE. This is a one-person paraphrase of the Bible. It is readable, unique, poetic and just plain a great read. Peterson brings the Bible alive with fresh flavors, colors and ideas. It is, I think, essential for Bible readers but should not replace a translation. If you have a Bible and it meets your needs, don’t even consider a new one.
The only way that all of these translations and versions could be an embarrassment would be if we didn’t take advantage of them! 
Still have questions? Email me at revbruceh@sbcglobal.net

