Bruce’s Blog

Remembering is an essential part of moving forward. To forget is to condemn ourselves to the necessity of "re-learning"  the same lessons again and again. To dwell in the past is to lock ourselves off from the opportunities God has in store for us today and tomorrow. But remembering . . . that's a special gift. Writer James Matthew Barrie said, “God gave us memories so that we might have roses in December.”  Remembering is a way of saying, Thank you!" to those who were/are the gifts of the past that keep on giving. It is also a way of saying, "Yes!" because each day we are making the memories  that will be remembered by the generations to come.  We benefit so much from those who have gone before. In the same way our children, theirs and all of their peers will benefit (positively or negatively) from what we do. 








And say. 










And give. 

In Deuteronomy there is a straightforward reminder of our lives as blessings from past benefactors. I paraphrased it like this:
We are bound together in community: past, present and future
We build on foundations, we did not lay.
We warm ourselves at fires, we did not light.
We sit in the shade of trees, we did not plant.
We drink from wells, we did not dig.
We profit from persons, we did not know.
We light the candle of thanksgiving and shine it into the future,
For those who have passed their light on to us.    
(The very loose Haapalainen paraphrase of Deut 6)
Knowing when to remember is every bit as important as remembering when to forget. (I typed that very slowly so you could let it sink in!) Remember, with all your heart, to say, "Thank you!"  to  God for the gift of the past. Then, don't forget to say, "Yes!" for the gift we can be for the future. To the Israelites the Deuteronomic writer says, "Be careful not to forget the LORD, who rescued you from slavery in the land of Egypt." Who rescued you in times past? Who might God rescue through you in the days to come?
