Bruce’s Blog
There is a Christmas legend that says on Christmas Eve tall and beautiful angels swoop down from the heavens and gather little children from all around the world out of their beds. The angels quickly take the children up into heaven where, amidst the stars, they play with the angels and the baby Jesus, singing and dancing at his birthday party. Then, as the dawn begins  to break, the children are returned to their cozy, warm beds. When they awake, they tell their parents of the wonderful adventures they've had. The parents (of course) don't believe them, saying, "It was only a dream darling." But if they would only look carefully enough, they would know the truth of their children's words. For a look at the their little faces, according to the legend, reveals that the children have stars in their eyes. 
It is my prayer in this ADVENTure 2009 that the children are not the only ones with stars in their eyes. In the Scriptures and for the many centuries since, millions of faithful Christians have had "stars in their eyes." How could we follow Christ and not have starry eyes, risen hopes and heaven-filled hearts? The stars come from being touched by angels as we journey to meet the Christ Child. 

Faith alone can put a song in the heart of the non-singer and make sense out of the nonsensical. Only when looking through starry eyes and listening with believing ears can one understand the power of a single little baby. It is this faith that causes the stars in the eyes of believers to light and warm even the darkest and coldest of December nights.

Dear God,
As we journey down this Advent road,

Grant us the courage to make peace.

Peace in our hearts,

Peace in our homes, 

Peace in our communities.

In the face of uncertainty 

May our journey be: 

Littered with surprises,

Layered in love, and 

Lifted up in hope.

Amen
