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Pastor’s Report for 2011 

Bruce E. Haapalainen 
 

Members and Friends of Westminster Church,  

In the words of Scripture: “Greetings! Grace and peace to you in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ!” 
 

Is it really 2012? The calendar says yes and so do the pages that follow. This report is a 
way to point to and hint at the hundreds of faithful folks who have shared prayers, 
hopes, and dreams as well as time, talent and treasure to the glory of Jesus Christ. Our 
49th year is in the books and our 50th anniversary year holds as much promise as 2011 
yielded results. 
 

As we began last year we were wondering if we would be able to do anything to answer 
the needs we had discovered by surveying the congregation. Our year was full of plans 
made and hopes voiced. God honored many of our plans and replaced others with 
greater things than we could have imagined.  
 

I wish to make public my thanks for the many, many people that have supported me 
personally and as WPC’s Pastor. There is much work to do and the helping hands 
evident all around WPC built ministry and mission that honored Christ in many, many 
ways. 
 

As I look at 2011 I remember many things. Let me highlight just a few. It was the 10th 
Anniversary of the tragedy of 9/11 and our deepened ties with the Islamic community in 
Highland helped us remember that it is in being together that we truly act out how to be 
God’s Children.  
 

The Sanctuary Renovation Team met faithfully, often and with a spirited sense of 
community. We are very close to beginning our major work in the Sanctuary and other 
places in the building that need care and attention. 
 

My Thursday morning Bible Study flourished in 2011. We have a diverse and faithful 
gathering that studies, eats, prays and laughs together. It is Christian  
Community at its finest. 
 

The viability and “success” of any church’s ministry is in the humility, hospitality and 
servant outlook. We have been faithful in 2011 may it also be so in 2012!   
 

IN THIS BRAND NEW YEAR:  MAY YOU BE LOVED AND KNOW IT;  
                                     MAY YOU HAVE L OVE AND SHOW IT! 
 

PASTOR BRUCE 
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BOARD OF DEACONS – 2011 

 
       2011        2012            2013 
Barbara Grevengoed   Rich Gricus     Tiffany Perez 
Jim Blue       Barbara McKinney   Kim Karlen  
Patty Dawes      Frank Berzinis    Ann Severa 
Mary Lou DiCostanzo   Dan Gelarden    Dan Blue 
Carol Fiegle      Christie Stricklin    April Cafmeyer 
Tod Florek      Robin Webber    Elizabeth Curvey 
Pat Huber      Wendy Borbely    Fran Shike 
Mike Pawlicki     Barb Pickel     Tim Sweeney 

 
 
In 2011, we continued to explore ways to best support the congregation and improve 
our communication.  Rich Gricus and Barb McKinney answered God’s call and joined us 
to fill our vacancies this year.  
 
The Deacons sponsored 12 plus area families for our annual Adopt A Family mission.  
This continues to be one of our most successful missions.  We are truly grateful for the 
generous contributions from our congregation in support of this mission.  Barbara 
Grevengoed managed the mission and was supported by April Cafmeyer, Tiffany Perez 
and Patty Dawes.  Bill even brought a friend to join us.   
 
Our Bereavement team consists of Robin Webber, Frank Berzinis and Wendy Borbely.    
 
Congregational Care was led by Patty Dawes and Carol Fiegle.  Thanks to Carol 
Arterburn, Linda Fortin and Darlene Smith who keep us up to date on congregational 
needs. 
 
Coffee Fellowship was led by Mary Lou DiConstanzo with Mike Pawlicki assisting.  
Deacon Zones were led by Carol Fiegle and assisted by Fran Shike.    
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Building & Grounds 2011 Annual Report 

The Building Management team takes care of the daily management, maintenance, and cleaning 
of the church.  We also rely on (and greatly appreciate) the help from church members who 
perform miscellaneous tasks such as: electrical, landscaping, cleaning, organizing, carpentry, etc.   
This report summarizes some of the tasks and projects completed over the course of the year.   
 
2011 ushered in a huge snow storm in February.  This was a challenge, as we had so much snow, 
we had no where to push it.  Community Hospital continues to pay for our snow removal, saving 
the church tens of thousands of dollars each year.   
 
Landscaping and Grounds: 

�  An herb garden was constructed by a church family.  
�  The building services team performs the lawn mowing and trimming/edging of the lawn.  

Tim’s Landscaping performs the spring and fall clean-ups for us, along with the sprinkler 
start-up and maintenance, and shrub trimming.  Volunteers help with weeding, planting, 
watering and other miscellaneous projects. 

 
Equipment Purchase: 

�  A plasma TV was purchased by a church member, and was installed in 209.   
�  An LED TV was purchased to run a program showcasing our church events.  This TV is 

temporarily located on a table in Fellowship Hall, as we determine where best to install it 
for maximum viewing.   

�  A book stand and sign-up stands were purchased for Fellowship Hall in order to save 
space and tidy-up the room.   

 
Miscellaneous Projects: 

�  Preschool rooms were painted before the start of the school year. 
�  Locks and cabinets in the preschool rooms were repaired, with preschool paying for those 

repairs.   
�  Tile floors were stripped and waxed by an outside vendor for the start of the school year. 
�  The wall separating 301/302 was taken down to make the room larger for the Sunday 

school group.  Church members assisted with the wall removal and electrical work, in 
addition to the carpet removal and floor repairs.  New carpeting was purchased with 
monetary donations received by church members and the Women’s Group, and new 
televisions were donated by a church member.   

�  TV antennas were purchased and installed in Fellowship Hall and 401.  We receive the 
standard channels, and have been able to host parties for football games, and other items 
transmitted via standard TV stations. 

�  A few office moves/changes took place; with Darlene, Gina and Dawn all changing 
locations.  

 
�
�
�
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Building Management 
2011 Annual Report 
Page Two 
 
Building Maintenance: 

�  There are many items that require yearly maintenance by outside contractors.  These 
items include our fire system, HVAC, roof, parking lot, landscaping, and irrigation.  Our 
HVAC system is checked at the start of the heating and cooling seasons, and repairs are 
made as needed.  The roof is checked yearly, with preventive maintenance and repairs 
made as needed.  The parking lot is checked after every winter, with repairs and 
preventive maintenance being performed.   

�  A new toilet and urinal were purchased for the men’s bathroom in south hall and both 
items were cracked.  The toilet is higher and ADA compliant.   

�  The stained glass windows in south hall were removed to let a little more light in the 
room, along with increasing the ability to view what is taking place in 401.  The plexi-
glass that protected the windows was reused (so balls don’t break the glass), however it is 
very scratched giving it a dirty appearance, so it will need to be replaced.   

 
Miscellaneous: 

�  CCIS Church Software:  Wally Richardson worked with Gina, Carol and me to determine 
the capabilities of our church software.  We tutored many days with the CCIS 
representative.  We are trying to determine how the software functions and if we require 
additional functions to best suit our needs. 

�  For the capital needs campaign, quotes were solicited for handicap doors, security, 
roofing, skylights, refrigeration, and other miscellaneous items. 

 
Security: 

�  We had a break-in at the church in November, and some guitars and other items were 
stolen.   We also had strangers coming in at odd hours, some even demanding money.  
For the safety and security of our staff, members and church property, it has been 
determined that a security system is needed.  This will be installed in early 2012.   

 
Fire System: 

�  Yearly inspection/maintenance performed on our main fire system, extinguishers and 
kitchen Ansul system.   Repairs are made as needed, as in the case of a warped duct 
detector and a change from a smoke to heat detector in the small kitchen.   

�  Fire drills were held in October. 
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
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Events:   

�  We host so many events throughout the year, both Westminster and non-Westminster 
related.  These events require services from the building team; whether it’s set-up/take-
down, clean-up, or just general assistance.  We have groups meet here weekly and 
monthly, including, but not limited to: A.A., N.A., Boy Scouts, Cub Scouts, Munster 
Moms, Habitat for Humanity, Illiana Artists, etc.  Some of the larger events held here 
include, but are not limited to:  

 
Blood Drives         Hospice Cookie Walk 
Rummage Sale        Nativity/Marketplace 
Art Institute Tea        Tri Kappa Bunco Event 
Piano Concerts        Organ Concerts 
Life Line Screening       Hospice Memorial Service 
Leader Dog puppy training     Suzuki Music School Event 
Munster Speech & Debate Dinner   Vacation Bible School 
Rally Sunday         Spooky Sunday 
Healthy Families Holiday Party    Election Day   
Women’s Tea         Phantom of the Organ 
Chicago Calligraphy Assoc.     Tailgate Parties 
Sunday Night Suppers      Family Nights 
Memorial Services       Weddings 
Showers          Christenings 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Looking forward to another busy year in 2012! 
 
 
Respectfully, Lesleigh Anello 
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DIRECTOR OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AND OUTREACH 

 

ANNUAL REPORT 2011 

Christian Education (CE) and Mission Outreach are vital to Westminster. 
Classes/courses are offered to people of all ages with the goal of encouraging 
discipleship and building faith. There’s a mission activity for every person to enhance 
their spiritual life, while actively participating in Christian life as a disciple of Jesus. (ALL 
ARE INVITED TO PARTICIPATE!) Our leaders deserve accolades. They are: 
 
Children’s Ministry Team: Amy Carter, Christine Cangiano, Jean Dixon, Amy Franklin, 
Christina Iwachiw, Dan LeMonnier, Tiffany Perez, Tricia Shelton, Christie Stricklin, Sally 
Van Bokkelen,  Sherri Vinke, Chairperson: Jolene Gelarden. 
 
Adult Education Team: April Cafmeyer, Mary Lou DiCostanzo, Camilla Higley, Mary Lomey, 
Cindy Merritt, Ken Schoon, Greg Stephan, Joe Van Bokkelen, Sally Van Bokkelen 
Session Rep: Sara Sweeney 
 
Christian Education Leadership Team: 

Adult Speaker Series Ken Schoon 
Children’s Ministry Chairperson 
Family Ministry Chairperson 

Jolene Gelarden 
Tiffany Perez 

9:00 & 10:30 a.m. Nursery Caregiver Amy Fieldhouse 
Preschool 9:00 & 10:30   Sara Baker 
WPC Kids (K-5th Grade) Jean Dixon & Tricia Shelton 
Director of Youth Dan LeMonnier 
Middlers                                                  Dan LeMonnier & parents 
High School                                            Dale Fieldhouse and parents 

 

 
Mission Team:, Nancy Echterling, Paula Estill, Ed Harrison, Laura Hluska, Rachel 
Hluska, Kim Karlen, Cindy Rumas, Bunny Schlotman, Sally Van Bokkelen, Ann 
Williams, Chairperson: Meda Enger  
�
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WPC Kids  
Themes Winter-Spring – “Feasting on the 

Word”  
Summer – ”Building Character 
One Block at a Time” 
Fall – “Better Together” 

Curriculum Winter-Spring- “We Believe”  
Summer- developed by 
Christie Stricklin, Marjorie 
Robinson and Sally VB 
Fall- ”We Believe”  

  
·  Connections : Monthly newsletters 
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·  Mission Projects:  Human Society, City Rescue Mission, Gary Lighthouse 
Charter School books, Westminster’s Homebound,  KidsPeace, Feed My 
Starving Children, Greater Hammond Community Services Thanksgiving Dinner 
Bags, Marketplace Greenery Centerpieces and Sunday offering to Heart for 
Africa “Canaan Maize” project 

·  Fifth Sunday Worship  provides Intentional opportunities for children and youth 
to interact with all ages of the congregation, receive additional exposure to the 
pastor, and provide opportunities for children and youth and adults to be involved 
in leading elements of worship as appropriate.  This shared worship experience 
makes home follow-up and fellowship possible. 

·  Special Needs Mentors : Thirteen youth assist children with special needs 
during WPC Kids. They are: Theo Burgwald, Andrew Dorn, Ellie Dorn, Mathieu 
Enger, Carolyn Fiegle, Bud Gricus, Claire LeMonnier, Chloe Miller, Carly 
Sorensen, Meghan Tar, Katie Tar, Devin Zuck and Garrett Zuck.   Adult leaders 
are Christine Cangiano, Jean Dixon and Merit Lemke. 

·  4th-5th Grade Parties – August swimming at the Dixon home and winter break 
excursion for pottery painting at “Art 4 Soul” in Naperville. 

·  Teacher Appreciation –  Gratitude Celebration between services. 
·  Vacation Bible School  – Tricia Shelton headed up PandaMania! with a record 

143 children, 80 adults and youth helpers.  We raised $650.02 for Heifer 
International purchasing a Heifer and goat in honor of Suzanne Killmer, our 
music director for the past 20 years.  

·  Classroom Remodel – The wall between 301 and 302 was removed allowing a 
nice big multi-purpose space for WPC Kids and miscellaneous groups.  New 
carpeting was purchased by Westminster Women with volunteer Dads removing 
the old.  The kids and teachers love it. 

·  Phys Ed Fundays – Eric Gossler leads a fitness/fun group on Sunday 
afternoons for children ages three to third grade.  

·  Stewardship Campaign – Children made a banner for the Capital Campaign 
theme: Into the Hands of the Future  

·  Christmas  Eve Pageant – Provided the annual Christmas Pageant telling the 
story of Christ’s birth with children in costumes from countries around the world 
provided by Pat Jaracz. Directed by Rebecca McCauley and Verdeen Strain. 

·  Senior Sunday - Eleven graduating seniors planned and presented the 9:00 a.m. 
worship service themed “Kaleidoscope”. 

·  Other Special Events: Bible Bowl, July 4th Parade, Rally Sunday and Christmas 
Party 

�
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Adult Study Groups   
     Winter/Spring  

·  World Religions Leader- Camilla Higley  
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·  Contemplative Prayer- Leader, Rev. Dr. Mark Killmer 
·  The Beatitudes - Leaders, Nancy Stamper and Sally Van Bokkelen 
Ongoing Study Groups  
·  Men’s Breakfast Leaders- Greg Stephan, Joe Van Bokkelen (Wednesdays) The 

Gospel of Mark by Maxie Dunham 
·  Women of the Tent - Leader- Jean Dixon  
·  Bruce’s Bible Study- Leaders- Rev. Bruce Haapalainen & Lesly Casper  (Thursdays) 
·  Westminster Women - Mudhouse Sabbath Bible study with sack lunch. Moderator- 

Clara Hanus, Treasurer- Sally Trent (1st Wednesdays.)  
 

Sunday Mornings  (except holidays) 
          9:00 a.m. Discussion Group (See below) 
        10:30 a.m. Adult Speaker Series (See below)  
           



�
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Family Ministry  – Chairperson:  Tiffany Perez 
·  Polynesian Family Night – Cooking by Bill Cangiano and Tiffany Perez, 

Decorating by Amy Carter, Crafts by Christina Iwachiw and Games by Gary 
Anderson.  The Ukulele Strummers provided musical entertainment. 

·  Fool’s Night Out!  Magician Dennis DeBondt had the multi-generational 
audience amazed by his magic talent and entertained by his comedic 
presentation. 

·  Ash Wednesday Soup Supper  preceded worship with an invitation to the 
quadrant churches. 

·  Easter Egg Hunt  - Mom’s Group’s proceeds benefited Haven House. 
·  Blessing of the Pets – took place April 30th under the canopy. 
·  Family Picnics in the Park – Individuals and families brought their own picnic with a dish-

to-share option for an evening of fun and recreation at White Oak Park on June 30, at 
Centennial Park on July 28 and August 16, and at WPC (South Hall) on October 3. 

·  Saugatuck Retreat - 24 participants enjoyed this beautiful weekend together 
building family and faith August 25 -27. 

·  Spooktacular Sunday – Spooks of all sizes delighted in the Bouncy House, 
food, crafts and games and a Spooktacular Spook House. Thanks to the Moms 
Group and “Honorary Mom” Eric Gossler!  Canned goods or a donation for the 
Greater Hammond Food Pantry was the admission. 

·  Living Nativity, Soup Supper and Holiday Marketplac e (Sunday, Dec. 11) 
Perfect weather was the backdrop for the annual outdoor re-enactment of 
Christ’s birth with live animals. Tyler Brown and Anthony Poerio, grandsons of 
DiCostanzos and Sue Cook, were the baby Jesus. The Marketplace with several 
new vendors drew a large, happy crowd of shoppers and over $1,100  was 
raised for Mission. 

 
Special Events and Programs  

·  Ash Wednesday Soup Supper  
·  Bus Trips to Chicago with Ross Blythe  Spring – Merchandise Mart, Holy 

Name Cathedral, and Lincoln Park Conservatory with lunch at Nick’s Fish 
Market;  Fall  – Museum of Contemporary Art, People’s Church and  Pioneer 
Court with lunch at the Brau House; 

·  Women –  Mudhouse Sabbath - learning about Jewish spiritual practices, dipped 
pretzels, hosted WPC’s Annual Rummage Sale, the Holiday Marketplace and ate 
lunch together each month. Numerous missions were supported. 

� �� ��6�������!�
Programs and Events  

·  American Red Cross  – Blood drives in January and July 
·  Friends…Better Together – Fellowship and support for individuals and couples 

provide purpose for this energetic new group. There is a monthly potluck meeting 
at WPC on the first Friday with various activities scheduled throughout the 
remainder of the month. Opportunities for service to those who need assistance 
with transportation, home repairs or just plain conversation make this a special, 

�
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fun-loving group. All are welcome as are new ideas for activities. Contacts are 
Chuck Cornwell, Linda Fortin, Jim Lamott and Sally Saculla. 

·  Giving Tree  – Alternative Christmas giving “Duduza (comfort) Dolls” made by the 
“Loving Hands” became our tree’s ornaments.  The dolls, along with a pair of 
shoes, will be presented to approximately 10,000 AIDS orphans through Heart 
for Africa in Swaziland.  Beneficiaries: Geneva Center, Greater Hammond 
Community Services, Haven House, Habitat for Humanity, Haitian Connection, 
Heart for Africa, Heifer International, Loaves & Fishes Ministry,  Samaritan 
Counseling Center and Sojourner Truth House. 

·  Greater Hammond Food Pantry - Delivered carloads of non-perishable foods to 
the Food Pantry each month.  Also provided Thanksgiving meals in a bag. 

·  Habitat for Humanity meets at Westminster monthly.    
·  Haiti Homecoming Brunch - This coincided with a visit by Pix Mahler, 

PC(U.S.A.) Mission co-worker and liaison to Haiti.  Proceeds benefited Haitian 
Connection raising enough to build two homes for women displaced by the 
earthquake. 

·  Heart for Africa  – Provided and sold “Duduza” dolls for AIDS orphans in Swaziland.  
·  Kemmerer Village – Box Tops and Campbell’s labels collected 
·  Kairos Outside – supported ministry to women impacted by incarceration. 
·  Loving Hands  Women who like to knit and crochet gather on Mondays at 1 p.m. to knit 

and crochet hats, scarves, “Duduza” dolls and buntings for local hospitals, schools and 
orphanages in Europe and Asia. Peg Schoon is chairperson. 

·  Loaves & Fishes Ministry  – Co-anchored by Ed Harrison and Bunny Schlotman 
(Cooking meals for the homeless at the City Rescue Mission in Hammond)  
Participating organizations and Westminster volunteer received a Christmas 
thank you note with $100 being donated to the City Rescue Mission in their 
honor. 

·  Minute for  Mission  – Fourth Sundays (Share joy of mission with WPC families) 
·  PC(U.S.A.) Offerings: One Great Hour of Sharing  (Lent) $4,920.33 and 

Peacemaking  (World Communion Sunday) $3,717.50, of which 25% went to 
Haitian Connection.   

·  Quilt Raffle raised $260 to purchase a sewing machine for a woman striving for 
economic stability.   

·  Red Cross Blood Drives in January and July. Norma Helms, Chairperson. 
·  Relay for Life at Centennial Park. WPC’s team was organized by captains Katie 

Boyle and Tiffany Perez.  On April 10, team kicked off its fundraising efforts with 
the “Gals to Grandmas Sunday Afternoon Tea.”   The team, once again, was at 
the top raising over $5,400.      

·  Rummage  Sale – WPC raised over $6000 for Westminster missions 
(Community outreach and fundraising).  

·  Sunday Night Suppers  on 3rd Sundays from 4:30-6:00 p.m. (To bring us into 
fellowship with one another; take action against loneliness; provide a free meal to 
individuals and families; volunteer to help in the community with a “night out” 
offering food, fellowship and entertainment for individuals and families). January - 
Tex Mex, February - Come to the Cabaret, March - Remember When! October - 
Apple Harvest, November - Give Thanks December - o Come All Ye Faithful 

�



�

��

Team: Ellen Cunningham, Amanda Fieldhouse, Ed Harrison, Kim Karlen, Mary 
Lomey, Susan Radovich, Sally Saculla, Carl Strain, Sally Van Bokkelen and 
scores of helpers. 

·  Westminster Preschool  donated salad dressings as their Christmas mission 
project for Loaves and Fishes Ministry.  

·  Christmas Eve Loose Offering benefited Greater Hammond Community 
Services. 
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Budget �2011 
�



��
��� �����������
Presbytery of Wabash Valley 8,662.00 
Synod 1,890.00 
General Assembly 5,197.00 
Samaritan Center 8,167.00 
Habitat for Humanity 700.00 
Geneva Center 817.00 
McCormick Seminary 584.00 
Greater Hammond Community Services 1,750.00 
St. Andrew’s Society 
     Greater Hammond Community Services 
     Rent, Gasoline & Utilities assistance 
     Salvation Army  
     Sojourner Truth 
     Home Repair and Individual Needs 

3,500.00 

Global Mission 
     Heart for Africa                                $500.00 
     Malawi Matters                                  167.00 
     PC(U.S.A.) Pentecost Offering          500.00 

1,167.00 

Special Needs Mission 
      City Rescue Mission                      $100.00 
      Haven House                                   756.83 
      St. Monica Home                             500.00  
      Giving Tree                                      114.00 
      Misc.                                             1,095.17   

2,566.00 

TOTAL   35,000.00 
 
Mission Giving Beyond the Budget 

Missions (Restricted Accounts) Amount ($)  
Legacy Foundation 
     Malawi Matters                               $333.00 
     Samaritan Center                           $800.00                                         

1,133.00 
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One Great Hour of Sharing Offering 4,920.33 
Peacemaking Offering 
     PC(U.S.A.)                                   $2,787.75 
     Haitian Connections                          929.75                        

3,717.50 

Westminster Women 
    Bethlehem Marketplace                   $115.37 
    Blue Skies Hospice                            500.00    
    Campagna Academy                         500.00 
    General Assembly Mission 
        Council- Haiti Co-worker                250.00 
    Haiti Connections                                 50.00 
    Hospice of the Calumet Area             500.00 
    Kairos Outside                                   500.00   
    Kemmerer Village                              500.00 
    Relay for Life                                      500.00 
    Samaritan Center                           1,000.00 
    Brick for Haiti Home                             50.00 
    People’s Church                                132.00 
    Living Nativity Animals                       350.00 
        Lake County 4-H                              50.00 
   WPC- Carpeting Room 301-302      1,600.00 
   WPC Capital Campaign                      300.00   
   WPC Fair Trade Market                      100.00                

6,547.37 

Adopt-A-Family 3,257.37 
Church drop ins - food to families (approx.) 500.00 
Church School Offerings - Heart for Africa 
(Canaan Maize/Emmanuel Children’s Home) 

1,400.00 

C.Y. Volleyball League 140.00 
Fairhaven 160.00 
Geneva Center – Sports equipment/White 
board 

200.00 

Greater Hammond Community Services  4,819.56 
GHCS Food pantry - Canned goods (approx.) 2,000.00 
Haitian Disaster Relief 4,482.00 
Haven House 992.50 
Heart for Africa 1,035.00 
Heifer International 2,425.00 
Humane Society of the Calumet Area 28.00 
Julia Radde Memorial Fund 263.50 
KidsPeace 83.93 
Loaves & Fishes 3,527.27 
Kemmerer Village – Box tops & Soup Labels 100.00 
Mission Outreach 
    Nazareth Home                               $500.00 
    Geneva Center                                  500.00 
    Samaritan Center                              200.00 

5,143.69 
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    Mission Fair Trade Market                 100.00 
    Miscellaneous                                 3,843.69   
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance – Flooding 943.00 
“Loving Hands”  Knit items 800.00 
St. Andrew’s Society  44.83 
Salvation Army – Rummage Sale items 1,000.00 
Samaritan Counseling Center   1,650.00 
Samaritan Counseling Center Rent/Utilities 13,200.00 
Scholarships 375.00 
Sojourner Truth House 985.00 
Sunday Night Suppers 2,627.58 
Westminster Quilters 79.00 
TOTAL 68,580.43 

 
 
Total Mission Giving 

Mission Budget 35,000.00 
Per Capita  24,000.00 
Mission Beyond the Budget  68,580.43 
TOTAL 127,580.43 

 

It’s an honor to serve with the many spiritual disciples at Westminster.  Thank you for 
this honor. I look forward to new ideas and mission opportunities in 2012. 

Goals :  

·  Support Christian education and build on already existing family ministry 
 opportunities.  
·  Facilitate mission outreach by raising awareness, funds, and a passion to  serve 
Westminster and beyond. 
·  Help Westminster grow as a haven for Christian hospitality and spiritual  
 growth.  

 
Respectfully submitted,  

 
Sally Van Bokkelen 
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Director of Music Annual Report 2011 
Verdeen Strain 
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Praise Team  
Annual Report  

 
The Praise Team Members in 2011 were Chris Gloff, Jeanie Haapalainen, Suzanne 
Killmer, Jonathan Lemke, Dan LeMonnier, John Shields, Priscilla Stephan and Judson 
Strain. We greatly missed Mary Baltrus who has taken on extra schooling in addition to 
her job. We also benefitted from fill-in drummers when the time arose. Those helping 
“keep the beat” over the year were: Nic Morphas, Sriram Sadagopan and Josh Willis.  
 
We have a great group of support people who run sound and camera. Rich Gricus, 
Jordan Haapalainen, Kirk & Cathy Johnson, Ron LaBounty, Barb McKinney, Radley 
Robinson and Sonja Ross. I hope not to have forgotten anyone! A special thanks goes 
out to Cathy Johnson who has become the Head Usher, Chief Organizer and General 
Prime Mover of our C2 worship. Great Job! 
 
In addition to those listed above we also had some very special musicians share with us 
over the year. The Bella Voce young women’s choir sang as well as the Joyful Strains 
Children’s Choir and at Christmas time William Thomas sang a very special and moving 
interpretation of “Mary Did You Know”. 
 
As has been the case for the last couple of years we added a 2nd Service on Senior 
Sunday and on the Outdoor Worship Sunday. This year Christmas was on Sunday, so 
we had the single service on Christmas Day and the single New Year’s Day worship 
was traditional. We tried a new acoustic sound for Christmas Eve and Christmas Day 
and the response was great. It even included Suzanne on the accordion!  
 
We are the Praise Team, responsible to lead worship and provide music for the second 
service at WPC. But we are also a small group doing life together and leaning on one 
another for encouragement and support. We work hard every week but it is truly a labor 
of love. 
 
Thanks for your support! 
Chris Gloff and Bruce Haapalainen 
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Submitted by Parish Nurse – Darlene Smith 

Mission Statement 
God calls us to live the Gospel by providing a loving and healing ministry to people of all ages. 
Health & Healing Ministry Team 

Chair:  Sonja Ross 
Members:  John Karcher, Karen Lansdowne, Gwen Horn, Barbara McKinney, Jean 

Armstrong, Margie Bahner, Diane Hart, Julie Robb, Denise Walker and 
Linda Branson (Session Representative). 

Programs of Health & Christian Caring 
�  January 29 – “Skills in reaching fulfillment in mind, body, and spirit” Presenter: Mike 

Kopec. 

�  April 3 – Fund Raising Brunch for Collin & Barb McKinney. 

�  April 10 – Healing Anointing at both worship services. 

�  May 9 – CPR & defibrillator training. 

�  May 22 – Service of Memories – lighting of candles for love ones. 

�  May 29 – Presentation of Memorial Book (names read of those who passed away in the 
last year). 

�  July 20 – Helped with party for Linda Fortin (Big Thank You for her years as secretary). 

�  September 22 – “Wholly Eating” – Presenters: Alvine Gbur & Kamlesh Gupta. 

�  October 13 – “Biblical Herbs & Seasonings” – Presenter:  Susan Radovich. 

�  November 3 – Life Line Screening. 

�  November 8 – “Choose Your Plate” – Presenter: Corinne Powell. 

�  November 12 – “Listening With Your Heart” – Presenter:  Adam Gawlikowski. 

�  December 3 – Prayer Vigil for Capital Fund Drive 

�  December 21 – “Longest Night Service” – prayers – lighting of luminaries, meditation by 
Rev. Bruce Haapalainan. 

Programs of Health & Healing & Stephen Ministry 
�  March 2 – “Insights On Dealing With Grief” – Presenter:  Nancy Feldman. 

�  March 30 – “Spiritual Insights & song” – Presenter:  Father Ed Shea. 
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�  April 6 – “How, When, & Why” – Hospice Program – Presenter:  Sylvia Komyatte. 

�  October 5 –“Five Love Languages for Care Givers” – Presenter:  Rev. Bruce 
Haapalainen. 

�  November 2 – “Living the Life You Want” – Presenter: Jamie Larson. 

Team Ministry 
�  Work together with Stephen Ministers. 

�  New babies celebrated with cradle crosses & knitters gifts. 

�  Norma Helms coordinates Red Cross Blood Drive twice a year. 

�  Karen Lansdowne does blood pressure screenings on the 3rd Sunday monthly. 

�  Team members & myself visit ill and shut-ins. 

�  Provide a memorial & funeral host or hostess. 

�  Rides for doctor appointments – Denise Walker. 

�  Easter & Christmas gifts to ill & shut-ins. 

�  John Karcher coordinates prayer chain. 

�  Card ministry – Julie Robb. 

�  Prayer Shawl Ministry (Julie Robb & Loving Hands Knitters). 

�  Communion to ill & shut-ins – Jean Armstrong. 

�  Sunday flowers delivered to hurting & ill – Barbara McKinney. 

�  Angel Visitors – from congregation & Stephen Ministers. 

�  Care Giver Support Group – Diane Hart & Denise Walker facilitators. 

�  Cancer Support Group – Gail Dixon facilitator. 

�  Acorns – Prayer Cards to congregation & beyond. 

�  Errands & help for ill & shut-ins – Denise Walker-coordinator. 

�  Middlers – apple pies & gifts to ill & shut-ins. 

Personal Ministry 
�  Attended Speaking of Women’s Health at Star Plaza. 

�  Continue to work with High School graduation. 
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�  Listening to all ages about worries, joys and family issues. 

�  Helping & working with families who are grieving. 

�  Provide resources for people needing day help or those moving to care centers. 

�  Continue to support the Writing Memories Group. 

�  Worked with Bruce on Palm Sunday free hug give-away. 

�  Moved into Dick’s old office – nostalgic & filled with lots of memories. 

�  Attended 120th Anniversary of the Hammond Presbyterian Church. 

�  Helped Alice Jenkins with decorations for Organ Donation Program at the Art Center. 

�  Attended program on “Church Hospitality” put on by The Center for Congregations at 
Chesterton. 

�  Welcomed Hospice of the Calumet Region with a short talk for their annual worship 
here. 

�  Worked on Prayer Vigil for the Capital Fund Drive by writing words for the four stations 
and a prayer for its success. 

�  Coordinated Jack Dietrich’s birthday celebration with a song of Happy Birthday during 
worship on the Sunday near his 94th birthday. 

�  Fill in whenever needed by other church staff. 

�  During this last month this congregation was there for prayers, caring & support after 
Jerry’s bicycle accident.  My thank you to each and every one of you.  Jerry is improving 
daily. 

Future Planning and Dreams 
�  Continue to build the ministry team. 

�  Continue to have education programs on life issues. 

�  Connect with all committees to provide holistic education and support for all ages. 

This congregation reaches out to all and is a channel for God’s healing love 
*���$ ������ ����������8*!����+������.���9�
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2011 was a very busy and successful year for Small Groups. Here are just 
some of the happenings: 

1. We had a very successful Lenten study entitled:  40 Days of Love!  These 
materials were incorporated into Sunday worship and  sermons as well as 
weekly individual reflection questions. Some small groups were started to do 
the study while other, ongoing groups incorporated it into what they were 
already doing. First Corinthians Chapter 13 came al ive in new ways for our 
Youth and Adults! 

2. We continue to offer Spiritual Gifts classes sch eduled to begin shortly after 
we receive each New Members class. This gives them a chance to keep meeting 
and is a way to build in a kind of small group gath ering right away. 

3. Many of the long-term church groups have adopted  small group philosophy 
into their meetings and many had been operating as successful Small Groups 
long before we began this special emphasis. Chancel  Choir, Linking Faith and 
Praise Team are just some of the examples. Over the  year there were also many 
youth sharing activities that met in a small group mode. Way to go Dan! 

4. The Fall All-Church Study was entitled: THE BOOK  OF JAMES - PRACTICAL 
CHRISTIANITY. Once again we had reflection question s that sparked church-
wide discussion. We are getting better and better a t coordinating things. 
Sunday morning Adult Education did the same study w e offered during the 
week on how to put our faith to work. It was on THE  GOOD SAMARITAN. We 
hope to repeat that study in the near future for th ose who missed it the first 
time around. 

5. One of the goals I have had for a long time came  to fruition in the Fall. 
Session endorsed, and we began, a Mission Marketpla ce Ministry. Try saying 
that three times fast! It is headed up by – Guess W hat? – a small group. We 
offer fairly traded items that give workers and gro wers the opportunity to 
compete in world markets and make a fair wage for t heir labor. We have coffee, 
tea, gift and food items - all ones that are fairly  traded. Stop by the cabinet in 
the northeast corner of the Gathering Space and vis it us! 

6. December found us following our pattern of the l ast few years. We have 
intentionally not added group events in such a busy  month. Instead we 
concentrated on providing ways each week that those  leaving worship could 
reach out and share faith.  

Once again thinking small has yielded BIG  results. Thanks for your support! 
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WORSHIP AND MUSIC �
                                           ANNUAL REPORT – 2011�

Those serving on or assisting the committee this year were: Verdeen Strain, Chris Gloff, Tim 
Sweeney, Cathy Johnson, Lois Anderson, John Higley and Session Representative Gladys Cook. 
 
Purpose: 
 
�  To provide meaning and continuity to the worship of the congregation 
�  To incorporate music and other arts as worship tools in our praise of God 
�  To plan a variety of worship and special events to keep worship spirited 
 
Accomplishments: 
 
�  Lent was carried out under the theme of “40 Days of Love”. 
�  The outdoor service was held on July 3rd. 
�  The Advent theme was based upon “The Light of the World”.  Decorations were conceived 

and erected by Tim Sweeney, assisted by Jeanie Haapalainen.  Thanks also go to Mike 
Moses for the tree in the gathering space.  Thanks to all the many others who contributed 
their time and efforts to make the Advent season so meaningful. 

�  Total expenditures were about at budget for the year. 
�  Appreciation, gratitude and thanks go to: 

-Lesly Casper as Chief Lay Leader and to the many Lay readers 
 

-Mary Lou DiCostanzo for providing and organizing our communion elements and to 
Donna Williamson and Lois Anderson for securing the communion servers and to 
those who served. 
 

-Gina Nida for her able assistance in a variety of ways. 
 
-Darlene Smith who arranged for our flowers each Sunday and to all those who 

contributed for them. 
 

-Dave and Darlene Shike who were in charge of the ushers and to all those who 
volunteered and served as ushers. 
 

-Clara Hanas for sanctuary organization, clean-up and up-keep during the year. 
 

-Verdeen Strain and the Fine Arts Committee for some wonderful special events. 
 

 -Various committees and volunteers, to the choirs, instrumentalists, accompanists,  
soloists and staff for enriching the worship experience and providing a cordial and 
inviting atmosphere for our spiritual growth. 

 
Respectfully, 
John Higley, Chairman 
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