Bruce’s Blog
Fools quickly show that they are upset, but the wise ignore insults.      Prov. 12:16 (NCV)
Somewhere out there (not at WPC of course!) there is a church member being consumed by bitterness. They are upset by a particular way things are done, or with the Staff or at a  church policy – OR all three! While he is consumed with bitterness with what is going on all around him, those who know this member are worried about what is going on inside him. Once negative feelings get a hold on us, we are no longer beneficial to Christ, his Church, or ourselves. Unfortunately it can happen to anyone of us – and probably has at one time or another. The Epistle of James challenges us to be, “slow to anger, slow to speak and quick to listen.” (James 1: 19) In Acts 23: 19 Paul warned the early church about  becoming “poisoned by bitterness.” Some people in ministry call those caught up in destructive behaviors and attitudes, “joy-suckers.” Are you seen as someone who has the spiritual gift of complaining? Well, there is hope for any and all of us caught in that trap. We can get out. It involves renewing our minds with the positives of the faith. According to John Ortberg, “A grudge is like a baby; it has to be nursed if it’s going to survive.” If we stop nursing “baby grudge” it will cease to exist.
If we surround ourselves with negative thought and action that’s what we will become. If we look for the worst in our community, church and world – we will be able to see it. An old proverb says ,”Earth is positioned directly between heaven and hell, with an equal view of each.” Every  day we see evidence of the anger in our world. People fight over parking spots and their place in the checkout line. Our society has a short fuse and a sour spirit. We are hot under the collar and fit to be tied. We’re pushed to dream greater and greater dreams and while given less and less time for sleep.
The church of Christ is meant to be getting bigger not bitter. It is right to get angry if it is of the right proportion for the right reason seeking the right change at the right time. How often do our bitterness and anger stand up to that test? Our marching orders come from Philippians 4:8: “And now, dear brothers and sisters, one final thing. Fix your thoughts on what is true, and honorable, and right, and pure, and lovely, and admirable. Think about things that are excellent and worthy of praise.”
Foolish people lose their tempers, but wise people control theirs.             Prov. 29:11 (NCV)
