Bruce’s Blog
A number of years ago in a conversation with a 2nd grader, I told her that one of the things we did as the church was “Reach Out and Heal an Ouch.” She knew what I was getting at instantly because she held up her bandaged finger and asked, “Like this?” In my life, as in yours, there have been many “ouches.” In our world even in our church or our own family there are, at any given time, more “ouches” than we can even know about. We try to prevent “ouches” and sometimes succeed but they are a fact of life. And when they happen, “ouches” need to be cared for.

You may remember the movie ET, THE EXTRATERRESTRIAL . In the movie the little boy, Elliott cuts his finger on a saw blade and says, “Ouch!” The little alien reaches out with a glowing finger, touches Elliott’s hand and it’s healed. When ET is ready to go home, he points to his heart and says, “Ouch!”

Because there are so many “ouches” in the world we often get overloaded with requests to help and overwhelmed by the world’s problems. It’s tempting to turn away from so many “ouches” and either pretend they aren’t there or that they aren’t our responsibility. But, whenever we try that, Jesus answers the question, “Who is my neighbor?” It is the person we become aware of with an “ouch.”

As we look back on 2010 we can say, “Thanks!” for all that has been done to heal “ouches.” As we look forward to 2011 we are already saying, “Yes!” to the ouches that we will help heal. Some of the “ouches” include:



Providing meeting for support groups and community organizations, 


Helping with the ouch of empty stomachs and hunger in our community,


Soothing ouches that come from feeling alone – especially with the Elderly and 



those Middler and High School aged,


A loving bereavement ministry for the ouches of loss and grief,


The ouches of sickness through medical missions,



Ouches met though the Samaritan Center, Stephen Ministry, the Deacons and Health 



and Healing,
Preventative and Proactive ministry is helping our children look to God as the Healer and discovering that, in their own lives they can help heal “ouches” as Jesus followers. Mostly we help the ouches of fear and hopelessness by sharing the Good News that God cares and so do we. When times are tough (like now!) the church is given the chance to say, “Yes!” to the needs and do our best work. We are usually challenged by knowing that there is less to go around so we all need to pull together. Let’s say, “Yes!” to taking on the “ouches” of a new year of possibility. Soon you will be receiving your pledge card for the coming year. Please say, “Yes!” You will be helping to heal many “ouches.”
