Bruce’s Blog
And so, dear brothers and sisters, I plead with you to give your bodies to God because of all he has done for you. Let them be a living and holy sacrifice—the kind he will find acceptable. This is truly the way to worship him.  Romans 12: 1 (NLT)
The true way to worship, says Paul, is to be a "living and holy sacrifice."  What is a living sacrifice? It is the example of the Body of Christ in the world. What does that mean? It means honoring Christ's sacrifice on the altar that is the cross by offering our sacrifice on the altar which is the world in His name. How do we do that? Well, while it looks different for each person but the everyday qualities of a pencil remind us of the characteristics of being a living sacrifice as the true way to worship God. As you think of these pencil traits ask yourself, when it comes to being a living and holy sacrifice,  "How many traits does my life have in common with the pencil?"
The Pencil

1. Designed for a purpose.
2. Paid for with a price.

3. Carry the Maker's mark.
4. Sacrifice self to do the job.
5. Leave a mark.

6. What's inside is more important than the outside.

7. Mistakes are erased when it bows low.
Worship is a beginning and an ending. It is also what we do between visits to a sanctuary or holy gathering. Worship is a verb and so it should be acted out and enacted for God. It is the call that invites praise and the promise that soothes sorrows. It is not about worship - where or how. Rather it is about worship in spirit and truth.
After sharing the message above on April 18th I shared this blessing at 9 a.m. 


In the Happy moments, praise God.  


In the difficult moments, seek God. 

In the painful moments, trust God


And in every moment, thank God – that is the worship God seeks!
Eugene Peterson describes the Romans 12: 1 verse like this:

So here's what I want you to do, God helping you: Take your everyday, ordinary life—your sleeping, eating, going-to-work, and walking-around life—and place it before God as an offering.





Romans 12: 1 (The Message)

