Bruce’s Blog- February 2012

The Apostle Paul, in Romans 7:15, said, “I don't understand myself at all, for I really want to do what is right, but I don't do it. Instead, I do the very thing I hate.” (NLT) There has always been a gap between what we believe and what we do. We try to put a certain action or behavior into our life’s repertoire, but never quite get it down. We try to eliminate a poor choice or destructive pattern of 
relating to others, but seem to fall into said choice over and over and over. “Why do I do that?” Paul asked. Of course he isn’t the only one to wonder that. Take, um, me for instance. But I do gain comfort from knowing I am not alone in asking that and particularly doing so in the company of a New Testament giant. I can say what I believe (and really mean it!) but need help in living it out. 

This year the Lent 2012 theme will be “Living What We Believe!” We will look at faith conditions like:



+ When You Believe in God, But Don’t Think You Can Change



+ When You Believe in God, But Aren’t Sure God Loves You



+ When You Believe in God, But Don’t Think God’s Fair

Each week we will look at one theme on Sunday morning and one in weekly Small Groups. In addition there will be a WPC Lenten Facebook page where you can answer/ask questions and look at the posts of others.

In the introduction of his book, author Craig Groeschel writes, “Welcome to 
Christian Atheism, where people believe in God, but live as if he doesn’t exist . . . I see this kind of atheism in myself,” he writes.  “Sadly Christian Atheism is
everywhere. There has to be a better way to live.” I think there is. So, this Lent 
we will be thinking, praying, meeting and talking together on the subject. A little shared reality from each of us about our true selves and a great deal of 
encouragement from God and each other will make a huge difference. I believe, and I want to make it more and more the way I live. How about you?

From the Apostle Paul to Author Craig Groeschel to well, me and you, are 
examples of faith - just waiting to be lived out. That’s what I think Lent 2012 
will be. I hope you will join in. Many Small Groups will be starting up and 
worship will be reflection and preparation for Easter. You will be able to find 
the Small Group listings on Page 5 of the February 2012 Newsletter. Signup sheets are in the Gathering Space at WPC, or you can email Small Groups Coordinator Jeanie Haapalainen at 
haapalong@sbcglobal.net.

