
 

You may be wondering how the 
Fellowship Hall Christmas tree 
comes to be each year during  

Advent. Story on page 5 
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Make sure to download our 
ADVENT CALENDAR  
 at www.wpcmunster.org 

 

Rev. Bruce Haapalainen 
 

Verdeen Strain, 
Music Director 
 

Darlene Smith, 
Parish Nurse 
 

Sally Van Bokkelen, 
Christian Ed. & Outreach 
 

Gina Nida, 
Communications Coord. 
 

Lesleigh Anello,  
Buildings & Operations 
 

Jeanie Haapalainen, 
Small Groups Coord.  
 

Dan LeMonnier, 
Youth Director 
 

Carol Arterburn, 
Church Secretary 
 

Dawn Dal Santo, 
Financial Secretary 
 

Chris Gloff, 
Contemporary Worship  
Music Leader 
 

Radley Robinson, 
Media 
 

Linda Moran, 
Preschool Director 
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Do you remember the movie where the little boy says, “I see dead people.”? 
Well, this week, think about that. See if you can “see” invisible people. You 
know, the ones pushing trash barrels, collecting carts in the parking lot,  
running back and forth to the stock room - invisible people. Having been one 
of them in my high school and college days I know they could really use 
your recognition to help get through the day. People are people, we say, but 
we don’t really believe it – at least we don’t act that way. Most people “suck 
up” in their lives. This December I invite you to “suck down.”  Look for  
people doing their best, in the job they have, to live lives of quality and  
sincerity. Look for people who can do you no worldly good whatsoever by 
being kind to them. I have always had the most interesting conversations 
with the most invisible of people. They work, dream, love and well – serve – 
the rest of us. And many of them do it with panache! 
 

I remember my jobs in high school and college. I was a short order cook, 
restroom cleaner, gas pumper (yes, I am old enough to have done that), floor 
stripper and garbage emptier. I learned to despise slobs. I learned to work 
with my eyes lowered. I learned my place. But why? I was interesting. I 
wanted to hear a, “Hi, how are you?” Mostly I yearned to be treated as what 
my upbringing taught me I was. I wanted to be seen as precious, because 
God made me. Thousand yard stares are worse than personalized looks of 
disdain. I’ve had both, so I know what I’m talking about. 
 

The most wonderful invisible person I have ever known was my boss in the 
Custodial Department at McCormick Seminary. I was a student and a janitor. 
I cleaned the restrooms of the people who graded my papers and I buffed the 
floors of other students who either didn’t need to work or had more visible 
jobs. Mel became my MVP (most valuable professor). He looked at the Bible 
as if it was an Operations Manual for Life. He lived life as if it was winnable 
every day. He looked at winning as if it was a contest to see how to  
positively affect the most lives. He treated me as if I mattered. 
 

All of this takes me to the potentially most invisible person of all time. He 
was born out of wedlock to two common people. He was a Palestinian Jew in 
a world that honored Roman citizens with Greek educations. He never  
travelled, published or self-promoted. He forfeited a divine diadem for a 
thorny crown, travelled from heaven’s heights to rest in the depths of a feed 
box. He didn’t have servants – he was one. Look for invisible people this 
season. In the clerk, janitor, custodian, parking lot attendant and all other  
invisible people – you will see the Holy! And the good news is that there are 
invisible people everywhere. 
�
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This group is open to anyone and  
everyone, and all those in the 
care giving ministry included! 

1:00 p.m. 

Wed. 
December 21  

7:00 p.m. 
 

The Longest  
Night Service 

A friend is just a call away contact our Stephen Ministry coordinators  
Nancy Quinn (680-9641) and Barbara Santay (381-0286). 

For the month ended November 2011 

	

Red Cross Blood Drive 
Wed,  JAN. 4 

1 – 6 p.m.  
 

To schedule your blood 
donation call  

1-800-Red Cross or go to 
redcross.org; sponsor code 

is westpres. We also  
welcome walk-ins.  If you 

have any questions call 
Norma Helms  

at 219-923-0422.  
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Tuesdays Evenings 
6:30-8:00 p.m. 
Beatitudes from the Back Side 
Leaders: Nancy Stamper &  
Sally Van Bokkelen 
 

Third Wednesday 
of the month 
6:30-7:45 p.m. 
Women's Evening Bible Study 
Women of the Old and New  
Testament 
Leader: Jean Dixon 
 

Wednesday Mornings 
7:00-8:30 a.m. 
Men's Breakfast and Bible Study 
The Gospel of John- Part II 
Leaders: Greg Stephan 
and Joe Van Bokkelen 
 

First Saturdays  
of the month 
8:30-11:00 a.m. 
Linking Faith and Daily Life 
Breakfast, various topics &  
shared leadership�
�

Every other Tuesdays 
9:15-11:15 a.m. 
Scholarly(?) Women 
Great Religions of the World 
(Ongoing studies) 
Leader: Camilla Higley and  
group facilitators 
 

First Wednesday  
of the month 
Women's Group and Bible Study 
11:00 a.m-1:00 p.m. 
(Bring a sack lunch) 
Mudhouse Sabbath 
Leader: Sally Van Bokkelen 
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9:00 a.m. 
 

November 27-December 18 
                                 Christmas: The   
                                 Good, the Bad,  
                                 and the Ugly 
                                 Take a look at the   
                                 setting of the  
                                 Christmas Story.    
                                 Find out why  
                                 we desperately   
                                 needed a Savior. 
                                 Leaders:  
                                 Chris Morfas and 
                                 Joe Van Bokkelen 

10:30 a.m.  
 

December 4- December 18 
Early Church History: An Introduction – 
�� �)��-	6 ��+����
���!������
���+���
��� 	
�� �)��-	�� ��0����
�
�0������
������#����� 	
�� �)��-	�7 ��"
��1�!��
��� � 
Presenter: Kurt Hendel, LSTC 

Bruce's Bible Study 
Thursdays, Dec. 1, 8 , 15, 22 

& Jan. 5 (no class on Dec. 29th.) 
9:15-10:45 a.m. 

 

The Journey: Walking the Road  
to Bethlehem by Adam Hamilton. 
This is a five Session DVD and 
discussion series. The DVD was 
filmed on location the holy Land 
and follows the trip from Nazareth  
to Bethlehem. Different parts of  
the trip are highlighted and  
followed with discussion. 

Able-bodied helpers with a Van or SUV are needed to pick-up 
food donations from a nearby grocery store once a month on  
Sunday mornings.  Please contact Ed or Sally (838-3131).��

Consider serving in 	Loaves & Fishes Outreach�

Loaves & Fishes Ministry to host Jan. 1 football party for the homeless in  
Fellowship Hall! Help us host our special guests from the City Rescue Mission on 
New Year's Day. Please contact Ed Harrison, Bunny Schlotman or  
Sally Van Bokkelen, if you can help. Let's make  
this a Westminster tradition. 

Westminster's Director of Youth Ministry, Dan Le Monnier,  
has been accepted into the Doctor of Divinity (DMin) Program 

at United Theological Seminary in Dayton, Ohio. 

Dan's previous accomplishments include a Masters of Fine Arts from DePaul  
University and a Mastery of Biblical Storytelling from the Network of Biblical  
Storytellers, International. Feel free to chat with Dan or e-mail him at  
wpcyouth@aol.com and, of course, remember him in your prayers. �

This is an advanced degree designed for working 
professionals in ministry. Dan will  focus on  
biblical storytelling in our digital culture within the 
context of youth ministry. The program will last 
approximately two and one-half years.  
 

Building an even stronger youth program at  
Westminster is his goal.   

	



Need to buy at gift?  
 

Check out the Mission 
Marketplace on Sunday! 
 

 It is not just any  
shopping, but shopping 
with a purpose. You will 
have the opportunity to 
purchase “Fair Trade” 
coffees, chocolate,  
artisan gifts and décor 
items. The Mission  
Marketplace, located in 
Fellowship Hall, will be 
open on Sunday  
mornings, at  
special events  
and by 
appointment. 

 

 Get your free ticket early for the Christmas Dinner on  
Sunday, December 18 from 4:30 -6:00 p.m. �
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The Moses Family arrives at Westminster on 
Thanksgiving afternoon to set up the tree and 

adorn it with lights.  This year over 3,300 

lights had to be replaced to light the boughs. 
The tree was a gift to Westminster in memory 

of former member, Doris Knudson, Karen 

Moses' mother. There are three generations  
of Moses' who help set it up.  By Saturday 

noon, the Westminster "Friends Group" was 

able to carefully place the ornaments and 85 
Duduza or "comfort" dolls made by the  

"Loving Hands" knitters and crocheters for 

AIDS orphans in Swaziland, Africa.  

Thank you to all for making this a lovely and purpo seful tree! 

 The 2011 Giving Tree is adorned with Dudzua dolls. �

In 2012, Heart for Africa will be distributing shoes  to the   
   children of Swaziland and would like to give them a hand   
     knit doll at the same time. These dolls are called 
      “DUDUZA” (comfort) dolls . They are hoping  to have 
        10,000 dolls made to distribute in July, 2012, but 
            also want to sell 500 dolls to raise  funds for the  
               El Roi home for abandoned babies in Swaziland.  
                  You may select this mission or another of your  
                     choice and receive a card or a purchased doll   
                      for the special person on your Christmas                 
                      List. Donations will be received until Dec. 23. �

Carl Strain will again lead carols around the tree in  
Fellowship Hall. This is a wonderful time of the year to 

bring friends to Westminster.  Dinner will be served as 

always. Celebrate with friends and the WPC family! 
Remember, there are only 100 tickets so return yours 

if you can't come for any reason.�
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Thanksgiving  
Dinners  

go to Greater 
Hammond  

Community  
Services 

_________________ 
 

We sent our first  
shipment of  

Thanksgiving dinner 
fixin's to assist Greater 

Hammond's food  
pantry. We sent three 

loads and $500 to  
provide meals and 
turkeys for those in 
need.  Thank you 

WPC Family! Your 
help was greatly  

appreciated. 

	Hello to everyone at 
Westminster! 

 Thank you so much 
for the care package! I 
was so excited to find 
the little orange slip in 
my mailbox saying 
that I had a package 
(it doesn't happen  
often that I get mail). 
The goodies were 
much needed and 
very delicious. 
It definitely is helping 
me through this week 
of studying for finals. 
Knowing that I have 
such a supporting and 
caring family back 
home really makes 
being far away easier. 
Thank you so much 
again for keeping me 
in your thoughts. 

 Love you all and God 
Bless, 

Kat Smailis 
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WPC Kids will be embracing the holiday season 
with lots of activities this month to celebrate the 
birth of our savior, Jesus.  Children are invited to 
participate in the Living Nativity taking place at 
Bethlehem Marketplace on December 11 and the 
Christmas Eve Pageant on December 24.  Sign up 
sheets for both are located in Fellowship Hall.  We 
will also be working on a mission project to  
contribute to Bethlehem Marketplace as well as 
contributing over $100 from the Fall’s weekly  
offerings to Heart for Africa, our chosen mission to 
support.  
 

NOVEMBER TEACHERS/HELPERS: 
Carol Cahill, Jean Dixon, Jimmy Dixon, Sue Guy,  
Christina Iwachiw, Jerry Iwachiw, Suzanne Killmer 
(music during kids worship) Nicole Nita, Dan Nita,  
Kristle Ondo, Sue Rentchler, Eric Rentchler,  
Kelly Rhodes, Jim Severa,  Brett Shelton, Tricia Shelton, 
Joanna Smith, Antoinne Van Dyke,  Heleine Van Dyke, 
Marijke Van Dyke, Sally Van Bokkelen, Mike Wood & 
Dana Wood 
 

Special Thanks to Rev. Bruce for joining us 
on November 27 to help with a  stewardship 
& capital campaign lesson.  
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DECEMBER 
11th– Bethlehem Market, host craft table 
 
 
 
 
 
 
18th- Christmas Party, 9:00 AM,  Room 305 
 
 

 
 
JANUARY- January-March 2012 
Interfaith Volleyball League 
21st- Ice Skating at Deep River Water Park 
 

FEBRUARY 
10th- Family Night (Theme: Valentine’s Day/Italian 
Night) 
11th & 12th- Ski Trip to Bittersweet  
 

APRIL 
13th- Spring Youth Night 
April 27-29, 2012  – Confirmation Retreat (8th graders) 
 

MAY 
6th- Confirmation Sunday (@ 9:00 & 10:30 Worship) 
May 6, 13, 20, 27– Zandstra’s Farm Flower Coupon 
Fund Raiser 
 

 Other School Year Events 
· Confirmation classes for 8th graders will begin on  

February 7th @ 5:30 PM 
· Bike the Chicago Lake Front – Spring 2012 
· Possible trip to Krush Skate Park in Tinley Park, IL 
· Local mission opportunities 
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DECEMBER 
11th- Bethlehem Market- (fundraiser) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
18th– 7:00 PM, Christmas Party (in HS Room) 
 
 

 
 
JANUARY- January-March 2012 
Interfaith Volleyball League 
HS SKI TRIP-Because ISSMA (Indiana State School 
Music Ass.) competitions are scheduled for the last week 
of Jan. The HS Ski Trip will move the to weekend of  
Jan. 14/15.  We'll meet at church at 6:00 a.m. and go to 
Cascade Mountain for skiing and Snow Boarding. Don't 
forget that helmets are required at Cascade Mountain for 
Snow Boarding! Contact Dan for more information.  
 

FEBRUARY 
10th- 6:00 PM, Family Night 
Valentines Day/Italian Night 
 

 Other School Year Events: 
 

· Concerts, Field Trips and Special Events  
· Feed My Starving Children - Local Mission Trip  
· Local Mission opportunities such as preparing dinner  

and serving at Hammond Warming Shelter 
· Trip to Krush Skate Park in Tinley Park, IL 
· Girlz Nite Out! – Monthly special events or field 

trips led by Shari LeMonnier, Katie Sanchez  
and the women of Westminster 

   For more information on any of these events contact Dan LeMonnier  
  at wpcyouth @aol.com or call 219-313-2371. 
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Westminster Youth  will host the Soup Supper during the Living Nativity and Market Place.  You can 
help us cut costs by providing the ingredients – sliced carrots, chopped celery, noodles… the list is 
long.  Visit the “Soup Supper” table in Fellowship Hall.  Items are due in the kitchen by  
Friday, December 9 .  Every little bit helps and it tastes so good on a cold night. 
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to be held on Tuesday, Jan. 17 from 6 to 8 pm��
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On December 11 th Westminster will celebrate  
Stewardship Campaign Commitment Sunday .  
Members and friends will dedicate their pledges for  
annual giving. We will also consecrate our pledges to 
the three year Capital Campaign to support the  
renovation projects at WPC. 
 
On both Sunday December 18 th and  
Sunday December 25 th we will observe First 
Fruits  giving. This is an opportunity, for those who 
wish, to share the first installment of our three year 
Capital Campaign commitments. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Be sure to include your family in this year's 
Living Nativity tradition, Soup Supper and 
Marketplace. There's a sign up in Fellowship 
Hall for the performances at 5, 6 & 7 p.m.  
on Sunday, December 11 .  
 
We need Herod, Wisemen, shepherds and 
angels. The High School youth and  
parents staff the Soup Supper to raise 
money for mission trips and events, so be 
sure to stay for soup, bread and a hotdog! 
We've some exciting new vendors in the 
Marketplace, too. Plan to do your Christmas 
shopping for those hard-to-find gifts. Bring 
wrapped baked goods for the Bake Sale on 
Saturday, please. There's plenty of fun and 
memories to be made. 
 

*Please call Sally Van Bokkelen  
or Kelly Rhodes if you know of a  

potential Baby Jesus!* 

ADVENT ADVENTURES  
FOR THE CHILDREN 

 

Christmas Eve Pageant 4:00 p.m. 
Rehearsal– Sat, Dec. 23 at 9:30 a.m. 

 
 
 

 

The Pageant- Every year the children of Westminster 
take an active part in the Christmas pageant. We will be 
re-enacting that time when Christ was born in a stable; 
our children will be angels, shepherds, wise men,  
representatives of Africa, South America, Mexico,  
Australia, Europe, the Orient  as well as Mary and  
Joseph. Our pageant, this year, includes an emphasis  
on children from each of the continents.  If your child 
wishes to represent a certain country and has a costume, 
please use that one and add a note to the sign-up sheet . 
Otherwise, we do have a few costumes on hand.  
Animals are not a part of the pageant this year. 
 
This 30- minute play will be directed by  
Rebecca McCauley with assistance from Tricia and  
Jean and Verdeen.  If your children and/or youth would 
like to be involved, please e-mail Verdeen 
(vastrain@netzero.net)  or talk to  
Tricia or Jean. 
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