RUTH/ESTER: Portraits in Faith

All Church Study – Fall 2010

This Week of October 31
Message Title:       At the End of His Rope…

Main Thought:      We can’t see the big picture if we’re focused on ourselves.  

Passages:               Esther, Chapter 7 

The wheels are starting to fall off the cart for Haman. In chapter 5 he gathers all of his friends together to impress then with “his fabulous wealth, his many sons, and how the king had magnified him and exalted him over the king’s other officials and servants. Furthermore, the queen has invited only (him) to attend her banquet with the king.” But in chapter 6, he is forced to honor Mordecai in front of the entire city and is mortified. His wife and friends start to distance themselves from him. The king’s eunuchs arrive on the scene and rush Haman off to the second night of Queen Esther’s banquet. 

Questions -

· In chapter 7, we see two men who are totally wrapped up in themselves and a woman who has decided to tie the interests of her people to her own. What happens in your life when you loose sight of “the big picture”? How do you regain proper vision?

· What things do you think have been accomplished by Esther’s putting off her request until the third time the king asks Her? What kind of trust and patience does it take to bide one’s time in that way?

· What evidence do you see of Esther’s growth from obedient foster daughter to a mature woman of judgement? How has your own judgement matured over the years? What situations led to that growth?

· What do you imagine the king’s state of mind to be when he leaves the room? What contributes to his thinking that Haman is assaulting the queen when he returns?

· How have you reacted when you heard something bad about someone you trusted? What steps can be taken to find out the truth?

· What mix of feelings do you experience as the chapter concludes and Haman dies?

Prayer for the week:

Be with us Lord, as we make choices. Give us vision to see beyond our own self-interest. Give us the discernment, ingenuity and wisdom to recognize your presence within our families, our church, our community and our world. Amen.

