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A THANK YOU 
from Haiti (story on page 4) 



Make sure to download our 
PROGRAM & EVENTS 

BROCHURE at 
www.wpcmunster.org 

 

Rev. Bruce Haapalainen 
 

Verdeen Strain, 
Music Director 
 

Darlene Smith, 
Parish Nurse 
 

Sally Van Bokkelen, 
Christian Ed. & Outreach 
 

Gina Nida, 
Communications Coord. 
 

Lesleigh Anello,  
Buildings & Operations 
 

Jeanie Haapalainen, 
Small Groups Coord.  
 

Dan LeMonnier, 
Youth Director 
 

Carol Arterburn, 
Church Secretary 
 

Dawn Dal Santo, 
Financial Secretary 
 

Chris Gloff, 
Contemporary Worship  
Music Leader 
 

Radley Robinson, 
Media 
 

Linda Moran, 
Preschool Director 
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The Apostle Paul, in Romans 7:15, said, “I don't understand myself at all, for I 
really want to do what is right, but I don't do it. Instead, I do the very thing I 
hate.” (NLT) There has always been a gap between what we believe and what we 
do. We try to put a certain action or behavior into our life’s repertoire, but never 
quite get it down. We try to eliminate a poor choice or destructive pattern of  
relating to others, but seem to fall into said choice over and over and over. “Why 
do I do that?” Paul asked. Of course he isn’t the only one to wonder that. Take, 
um, me for instance. But I do gain comfort from knowing I am not alone in asking 
that and particularly doing so in the company of a New Testament giant. I can say 
what I believe (and really mean it!) but need help in living it out.  
 

This year the Lent 2012 theme will be “Living What We Believe!” We will look 
at faith conditions like: 
 

  + When You Believe in God, But Don’t Think You Can Change 
  + When You Believe in God, But Aren’t Sure God Loves You 
  + When You Believe in God, But Don’t Think God’s Fair 
 

Each week we will look at one theme on Sunday morning and one in weekly 
Small Groups. In addition there will be a WPC Lenten Facebook page where you 
can answer/ask questions and look at the posts of others. 
 

In the introduction of his book, author Craig Groeschel writes, “Welcome to  
Christian Atheism, where people believe in God, but live as if he doesn’t exist . . . 
I see this kind of atheism in myself,” he writes.  “Sadly Christian Atheism is 
everywhere. There has to be a better way to live.” I think there is. So, this Lent  
we will be thinking, praying, meeting and talking together on the subject. A little 
shared reality from each of us about our true selves and a great deal of  
encouragement from God and each other will make a huge difference. I believe, 
and I want to make it more and more the way I live. How about you? 
 

From the Apostle Paul to Author Craig Groeschel to well, me and you, are  
examples of faith - just waiting to be lived out. That’s what I think Lent 2012  
will be. I hope you will join in. Many Small Groups will be starting up and  
worship will be reflection and preparation for Easter. You will be able to find  
the Small Group listings on Page 5. Signup sheets are in the Gathering Space at 
WPC, or you can email Small Groups Coordinator Jeanie Haapalainen at  
haapalong@sbcglobal.net. 

By Craig Groeschel 
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February 1 at 7 p.m. 
“. . . and the greatest of 
these is love.  
Franciscan Reflections on faith, 
hope and love as spiritual  
practice.” 
Presenter: Fr. Ed Shea�

March 7 at 7 p.m. 
“Healing Prayer” 
Presenter: Rev. Mark Killmer 
 

April 4 at 7 p.m. 
“Addictions, Recovery Matters” 
Presenter: James Berman N.A., 
LMHC, LCAC�
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Need a friend to talk with, to share 
a cup of tea on a cold afternoon,  
to listen...  
 

A friend is just a call away contact 
our Stephen Ministry coordinators  
Nancy Quinn (680-9641) and  
Barbara Santay (381-0286). 

WEDNESDAYS�

Meets the first Friday  
of each month  
at 5:00 p.m. 
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This group is open to 
anyone and everyone,  
and all those in the 
care giving ministry 

 included! 

1:00 p.m. 
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Diane Seidenstein, friend/Martha Wilke 
The Mizwicki Family 
Robbie Osterman, serving in Iraq 
Morgan Sidenbender, daughter/Wendy Borbely 
Amelia Oliver, friend/Sally Resch 
James Daum, brother/Marianne Comstock 
Moira Lukas, sister/Peggy Ogren 
Therese Niemiec, sister/Jean Dixon 
Virginia Briseno, mother/Diane Karlen 
Connie Vukovich, friend/Kelly Comstock 
Barbara Bartoszuk, friend/Karen Comstock 
Donna (Brumm)Wright, friend/Wendy Borbely 

Lisa Baltus, friend/Sue Guy 
Richard Gardner, friend/Martha Wilke 
Rich Risch, friend/Dan & Shari 
Pattie Jacocks, sister/Camilla Higley 
Alden Monberg, sister/Priscilla Stephan 
Lester Schoon, father/Ken Schoon 
Sasha Knoche, friend/Tiffany Perez 
Gloff Family & newborn son, Carter William 
Earl Schmitt, father/Barb Zuniga 
Joan Lesnick, friend/Ruth Fauth 
Dawn Barks, friend/Sandi Kozlowski 
Cindy Roque, friend/Sandi Kozlowski 

Damian Santay 
Dave Gott  
John Powley 
Jill Meyers 
Pat Warot 
Karen Galocy  

Bud Vance 
Clara Hanus 
Beverly Hughes 
Jim Jaracz  
Karen Comstock 
Jan Lund 

Gordon Stamper 
Gail Dixon 
Chuck Weier 
Nancy Stamper 
Loretta Barth 
Kim Karlen 

Dr. Jerry Smith 
Cathy Johnson 
Bob Hart 
The Stephen 
Ministers�
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February 5 & 12- 9:00 a.m. 
Figures in the New Testament 
Mary and Martha – Sisters! When  
the lines of their lives weren't running 
together, they were intersecting! 
Lazarus – Blessed by God because  
of the prayers of friends and family  
members who sought God on his  
behalf! Leaders: Sally Van Bokkelen 
& Barbara McKinney 
 

February 5- 10:30 a.m.  
 “Righteousness Like a Mighty  
Stream”: The Role of the Christian 
Church in the Civil Rights Movement.  
Leader: David Brodnax 
 

February 12- 10:30 a.m.  
The Roles of Faith and Science-Early 
Conflicts Between Galileo and the 
Church Leader: Tanya Sadagopan 

February 19- 9:00 a.m. 
Hezekiah and Isaiah 
Judah’s eighth century king and  prophet 
there was no one like them in loyalty to 
the Lord! Leader: Cindy Merritt 
 

February 19 & 26- 10:30 a.m.  
All You Ever Wanted to Know About 
Passover- More Tales from the Talmud 
Leader: Rabbi Ben Kramer  
 

February 26 - April 1- 9:00 a.m. 
Same Kind of Different As Me by Ron 
Hall and Denver Moore Hesitations over 
social differences and revelations of  
human similarities knot their lives  
together! Read a bit each week and  
discuss this true story of transformation 
and faith. Leaders: Therese Morfas &  
Laura Shields 
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Thursdays  
9:15-10:45 a.m. 

      February Valentine Mission Project 
Many low income people in our communities depend on the Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program (SNAP) aka food stamps. February is Valentine month and  
Westminster’s Mission team has voted to support an interfaith effort to bring items to 
our local food pantries that are not able to be purchased with the food stamp vouchers.  
We can make a very special gift of love to those in need. As you shop during the month 
of February, please watch for special sales on the following items and bring them to the 
“collection” shelves between South Hall and the education hallway: 

The collection will be sent to Greater Hammond Community Services  
for distribution. Thank you for sending a very special Valentine to someone in need. 

�
To the Members of the Westminster Presbyterian Church-January 12, 20012 
 

I think it is significant that I am writing you today, on the 2nd anniversary of the Haitian 
earthquake. It still challenges the imagination to think of the event and the horrendous 
costs in human lives and loss that mark that event. while many feel that progress has  
been too slow, it is important to note that Haitians are moving forward. Ayiti kanpe -  
Haiti stand up is the motto one hears. While there is certainly frustration, there is also 
hope. Hope that is fueled by such generous donations as yours ($4,833.81). 
This will provide us with enough funds to build two houses and get a third one started. 
 

        In the name of the women who will live in these houses 
        I thank you. You can be assured of their prayers, since  
                     Haitians pray without ceasing. 
 

        Gratefully, Renate Schneider, President- Haitian Connection 

Toothpaste 
Toothbrushes 
Bathroom tissues (“TP”) 
Facial tissues 
Women’s sanitary articles 

Soap 
Dishwashing detergent 
Deodorant 
Band-aids 
Shaving cream 

Disposable razors 
Paper towels 
Other bathroom necessities  
(No medications, please!) 
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Friday, February 24- �Ò�„�š�Ÿ�˜�š�Ÿ�˜�Q� �—�Q�¥�™�–�Q�x� �Ÿ�˜�¤�Ó�Ò�„�š�Ÿ�˜�š�Ÿ�˜�Q� �—�Q�¥�™�–�Q�x� �Ÿ�˜�¤�Ó�Ò�„�š�Ÿ�˜�š�Ÿ�˜�Q� �—�Q�¥�™�–�Q�x� �Ÿ�˜�¤�Ó�Ò�„�š�Ÿ�˜�š�Ÿ�˜�Q� �—�Q�¥�™�–�Q�x� �Ÿ�˜�¤�Ó 
Depart 6:00 p.m./Return 9:30 p.m. (Limited to 17) 
Cost: $20 - Portiuncula Center for Prayer, Frankfort 
(Pre-payment is necessary to hold your space!) 
Join us as we experience the ancient healing vibration and harmony of the planet gongs at 
the St. Francis Portiuncula Center for Prayer in Frankfort, IL. The “gong bath” is a  
one-hour immersion in sacred and healing sound wherein the gongmaster activates the full 
sonic potential of the gong and bathes the listener with sustained waves of sound. Contact 
Sally Van Bokkelen or Connie Kann to learn more about this 4,000 year-old Eastern  
holistic healing and meditative experience. We’d like to share it with you! 
==================================================================================================================================================================================�
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A Retreat for Men, Women & Youth  (8:30 am- Registration & Continental breakfast) 
Leaders: Rev. Marcia Smith-Wood and Connie Kann 
Cost: $20 (includes lunch) Please prepay by Feb. 22 
Honor and free your spirit to the God who loves you. Set aside the day to relax and refresh 
your mind from the current stresses of daily life. Participants will be awarded time to 
breathe in the renewing silence of “God-time.” We'll worship, reflect, listen for God, and 
discuss the meaning of "sacred." After lunch, laughter and stretching, we'll learn about  
centering prayer, walk the labyrinth in South Hall, work with clay and/or practice a new 
prayer method. It's all at Westminster for you!  
===================================================================================================================================================================================�
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Mission Update:  

Mission Work: WPC Kids continue to participate in 
weekly offerings for Heart for Africa.  Check out the 
corn stalks in Room 302 to see how much we have  
collected each week. 
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THANK YOU JANUARY TEACHERS/HELPERS:  

Jean Dixon, Jimmy Dixon, Sue Guy, Christina Iwachiw, 
Jerry Iwachiw, Kristle Ondo, Michelle Pedrick, Kelly 
Rhodes, Tricia Shelton, Sally Van Bokkelen 

And weekly music with Suzanne Killmer.  Thank you 
also to LuAnne and Katie Franklin for their leadership 
with January’s mission project. 

TEACHERS AND HELPERS ARE NEEDED 
FOR MARCH THROUGH MAY.  IF YOU ARE  

INTERESTED IN BEING A PART OF THE FUN 
AND FELLOWSHIP, PLEASE CONTACT  

TRICIA SHELTON AT 838-2108. 

February 5:  Bible Bowl 
 

February 12:  Andrew, Peter, Phillip and Nathaneal  - 
John 1:35 – 51.  One by one they all followed Jesus.  
Their enthusiasm is an example of the joy we receive 
when we know our living Lord. 
 

February 19: Jesus and Nicodemus – John 3:1-21.  
The metaphor of being born anew is explored through the 
story of this faithful man. 
 

February 26:   Jesus and The Woman at the Well – John 
4:1-30, 39-42.  As Jesus truly sees this woman, He  
provides living water from the overflowing fountain of 
God’s love and mercy.   
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4th & 5thGraders enjoyed 
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   For more information on any of these events contact Dan LeMonnier  
  at wpcyouth @aol.com or call 219-313-2371. 

PIZZA with a Purpose is going strong through 
the Christmas Break and into the New Year. Middlers 
can join us for pizza, conversation and bible study 
every Tuesday at 4:30 p.m.  
Stick around to play volleyball 
from 5:30 – 7:00 p.m.  
and Coach Dorn will teach  
you the basics! 
 
The SKI TRIP  to Michigan will be the weekend of 
February 11/12, 2012. We’ll spend the night at  
Beachpoint Christian Camp after a day of skiing at  
Bittersweet Ski Lodge. The cost is $95.00 and includes 
lift ticket, rentals, lunch and dinner on Saturday and 
breakfast on Sunday. 
 
We’ll go ICE SKATING trip to Deep River  
(stay tuned for the date) We’ll meet at church  
at 10:00 a.m. and be back by 3:00 p.m.  
Parent drivers and chaperones are needed!  
Let Dan know if you can help out. 
 
Are you ready for some FOOTZAL?  
Brian Smith is leading a clinic in Footzal –  
a Brazilian style of indoor soccer that uses a softer, 
smaller ball – it’s soccer made for basketball sized 
courts. So if you are a middler who’d like to work  
on your skills during the cold weather,  
join us in South Hall every Monday  
through March 12th, 2012  
from 5:00-7:00 p.m. 
 
 
Confirmation Class will begin on Wednesday, 
February 8th at 5:30 p.m. All interested Eighth Grade or 
older youth can contact Dan for information. Classes 
will be every Wednesday through April with a retreat 
the weekend of April 27-29th, 2012. 
 

Confirmation Sunday is May 6th. 

Thursday Nite JAZZ  follows High School volleyball 
practice at 7:00 p.m. every – you guessed it – Thursday! 
Join us for food, conversation and a chance to go deeper 
in your faith journey.  
 
Our competitive team has a title to defend in the  
Christian youth Volleyball League!  
Coach Dawes and Coach Fieldhouse  
lead the High School Practice  
every Thursday from 5:30-7:00 p.m.. 
It’s not too late to join them in the quest to repeat!   
 
And here’s something new for the New Year! Are you a 
high school freshman looking for a place to hang out and 
a group to laugh with? Then join us for “Re:Fresh”  
our new Freshman group experience. We’ll gather in the 
high school room on Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m. for  
something to eat and discussion. Then at 7:00 p.m. we’ll 
play volleyball under the direction of Coach Lemke.  
 
The 30th Anniversary season begins with a full schedule 
of games began the weekend of January 7th. Come on out 
to cheer our three teams on. We can use parental help as 
score keepers and line judges. Let Dan know when you 
can volunteer. 
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Attention: 
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Please make sure 
Dan has your  

correct e-mail! 
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We added new members to the Joyful Strains (Anthony Ismael is our newest) and to 
the Westminster Chorale. The children always enjoy learning a new musical.  This year’s 
is another look at The Story-Tellin’ Man, last done in 2006, a review of Jesus’ parables. I 
am especially glad for the consistent effort to include the children in our worship times. 
Years ago, I had youth choirs and children’s choirs sing in worship at least once a month. 
Worship is a learning experience and to me, is more satisfying when youth and adults are 
together gathered in the sanctuary.  
The Handbell Choir has eleven alert and sharp musicians rehearsing on Thursdays; it 
is particularly satisfying to present a new piece to them and to hear it played in a  
recognizable way. Nat continues to compose music for the group and it is interesting  
stuff and not easy. 
The Westminster Chorale has missed the presence and musicianship of  
Amanda Fieldhouse since September of this year.  She continues to deal with a lack of 
energy and we always pray for her renewed strength. Meanwhile, we are having new  
additions to the choir and we especially are in need of sopranos. 

Handbell Choir  
 
 
 
 

Westminster Chorale 
Joyful Strains  

 �

-���
���������������������
)&)?&'@���������?
�������

���
����7��������������

Elected Julie Glavin, Judy Thompson, Jerry Iwachiw, Laura Shields, 
and John Karcher to 3 year Session terms; Mike Moses to a 1 year  
term and Haley Fieldhouse to a 1 year youth elder term. 
 

Elected as Deacons to 3 year terms: Joyce McDaniel,  
Connie Kann, Christine Cangiano, Brad Fuhs, Jim Yackel, 
Chris Foltz, David Carter, Glenn Rhodes. Ron Robbins  
was elected to a 3 year Audit Team term and Jolene Gelarden 
the preschool board for 3 years. 
 

The Audit Team found the books in good order but suggested the church’s books 
include the preschool as part of the church’s ledger. A committee will be appointed 
by Session to look into the matter. 
 

The Pastor’s compensation was approved at 2011, with higher benefits mandated by 
Presbytery. 
 

Capital Campaign Chair Sandy Kauffman reported current pledges for the Telling 
Time into the Hands of the Future totaled, nearly $740,000. First Fruits giving  
totaled over $170,000. A follow-up committee will keep the congregation informed 
as to updates on additional pledges and income. He thanked the over 100 volunteers 
who worked on the campaign, especially Sara Sweeney for her outstanding work. 
 

Tom Ogren, chair of the Sanctuary Renovation Team, assisted by team member 
Mike Moses, described the team’s research and planning for the past year. 
 

They proposed the following budget: From a budget of pledges of $740,000: 
 

 Church Interiors and Cargill costs (design and campaign) $40,000                                             
 Security and Fire Alarm Upgrades      10,000                                       
 Middle Section Roof Replacement      66,000  
 Interest ($500K, 3 Year loan without prepay)             47,000                       
 Sanctuary Improvements (Including roof)   534,269                                   
 Computer Replacements       15,000                                                                          
        $712,269   
 Amount in reserve     $27,731 
 

Ogren said South Hall roof and sky lights are “on hold,” that pews with a cushioned 
seat were preferred, that a construction loan would be arranged, but there would be 
no mortgage. ADA doors could be added from interest saved as pledges are paid. 
The project is set to begin after Easter, with completion anticipated by July 4, 2012. 
South Hall will be used for worship in the interim. It was moved, seconded and 
agreed unanimously to accept the capital improvements as described, with Session 
responsible for working out the details.  One speaker suggested that the congregation 
be asked for more pledges so the whole project could be completed at one time. 

Congregational 
Meeting�

�
January 29, 2012�

 from the�
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Next DEADLINE for NEWSLETTER articles 
Wednesday, February 22, 2012 
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