Thank you for spending
the holidays with us!
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Rev. Bruce Haapalainen

Verdeen Strain,
Music Director

Darlene Smith,
Parish Nurse

Sally Van Bokkelen,
Christian Ed. & Outreach

Gina Nida,
Communications Coord.

Lesleigh Anello,
Buildings & Operations

Jeanie Haapalainen,
Small Groups Coord.

Dan LeMonnier,
Youth Director

Carol Arterburn,
Church Secretary

Dawn Dal Santo,
Financial Secretary

Chris Gloff,
Contemporary Worship
Music Leader

Radley Robinson,
Media

Linda Moran,
Preschool Director

Make sure to download ou
PROGRAM & EVENTS

BROCHURE at

www.wpcmunster.org
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Spirit of the Ever-Living God, help me this day to

on what really matters. Keep the fragments of this
and as it ends, let me see my life in its parts, my
Connections, my life’s way in its many ways. When |
clarify me. When | get lost, find me. And when |
meaning all of the pieces have, visit me. Confident
of Your Son, who knew the threat of the fragments t
| say — Amen.

focus my attention
long day together,
connection in its
get confused,
wonder what
ly, in the name
o the whole,

The prayer above was written by Dona E. Schaper. | think she meant
it to be used as a prayer before the day begins, but it could be helpful in a
number of ways and on many occasions. Focusing on the whole and not
getting tangled in fragments is a lot of what modern Christians are challenged
to do. Everything is a priority. Many causes are good and needful and
worthy. Competition for our time is fierce, often to the point of being vicious.
The world is hungry, naked, imprisoned, disenfranchised, lonely, angry, and
all-around not too nice. And most of the time the “world” begins very close to
home — like waiting at our church doors for food or walking the streets of our
neighborhoods.

In addition to the above adjectives, though, our world is also amazing,
caring, joyous, communal, hopeful, challenging, and ultimately, | believe,
rewarding. Itis not only a matter of perspective. This isn’t one of those, “Is
the glass half-full or half-empty?” kind of questions. The truth is, the glass is
both. It is also the truth that it doesn’t really matter. For a Christian that
debate is worthless. We are called to take the glass — while it still contains
life-giving and cleansing water — and share it with someone who is thirsty.

There is a book by Dr. Sam Callahan entitled GIVING AND
STEWARDSHIP IN AN EFFECTIVE CHURCH. In the chapter entitled
“Giving Principles,” he described the choices we have as individuals and
as congregations. They are:

+ We play to win.

+ We play to avoid losing.

+ We play to lose.

+ We are not sure we want to leave the locker room.

At one time or another we have all probably felt or acted like each
one of the above. The lure of the locker room is that, at least, it is comfort-
able and known. But none of the real action is there. Are we ready together
to take the risk to play to win for Christ? 1 think “winning” happens in humility
and faithfulness. | not only believe in WPC, 1| believe in what, together, God
is calling US to be!




1:00 p.m.

This group is open to
anyone and everyone
and all those in the
care giving ministry
included!

THANKS!

Thank you to all of
those that donated bloo
in our Jan. Red Cross
blood drive and to our
volunteers— +
Alan Carlson,
Claire Le Monnier,
Lauren Frank,
Andrew Dorn and
Hannah Watterson.
~Norma Helms
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WEDNESDAYS

January 11at7 p.m.
“Healing the Soul,”
Father BrianWalker

February 1 at7 p.m.

“. .. and the greatest of these is loV|
Franciscan Reflections on faith, hoy
and love as spiritual practice.”

March 7 at7 p.m.
“Healing Prayer”
Presenter: Rev. Mark Killmer

April 4 at7 p.m.

e. “Addictions, Recovery Matters”

€ Presenter: James Berman N.A.,
LMHC, LCAC

Presenter: Fr. Ed Shea

Need a friend to talk with, to share
a cup of tea on a cold afternoon,
to listen...

A friend is just a call away contact
our Stephen Ministry coordinators
Nancy Quinn (680-9641) and
Barbara Santay (381-0286).
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Thursdays
9:15-10:45 a.m.
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9:00 a.m.
January 8 — 29
The Faith and Practice of the Early
Christians
Believing and practicing the primitive
Christianity of the ancient Didiche
community.
Leader: Greg Stephan
10:30 a.m.
January 8 — 22
Job: Innocent suffering / worshiping
God without hope of reward
Leader: Fred Niedner
January 29
Mary Magdalene-Wayward Woman
or Faithful Disciple?
Leader: Tanya Sadagopan

9:00 a.m.

February 19

Hezekiah and Isaiah

Judah’s eighth century king and
prophet - there was no one like them ir
loyalty to the Lord!

Leader: Cindy Merritt

February 26 - April 1

Same Kind of Different As My Ron
Hall and Denver Moore
Hesitations over social differences and}
revelations of human similarities knot
their lives together! Read a bit each week
and discuss this true story of
transformation and faith.
Leaders: Therese Morfas & Laura Shigjds

10:30 a.m.
February 5

8 9
9:00 a.m.
February 5 & 12
Figures in the New Testament
Mary and Martha— Sisters! When the
lines of their lives weren't running to-
gether, they were intersecting!
Lazarus- Blessed by God because o
the prayers of friends and family
members who sought God on his
behalf!
Leaders: Sally Van Bokkelen &
Barbara McKinney
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“Righteousness Like a Mighty Stream’
The Role of the Christian Church in the
Civil Rights Movement.

Leader: David Brodnax
February 12
The Roles of Faith and Science-Early
Conflicts Between Galileo and the
Church
Leader: Tanya Sadagopan
February 19 & 26
All You Ever Wanted to Know About

Passover
More Tales from the Talmud
Leader: Rabbi Ben Kramer

Consider serving in

Loaves & Fishes Outreach

Start the New Year by volunteering to reheat soup trelt ready
made. Add the ready made desserts and sandwiches. This ta
about 1 %2 hours in the afternoon on Wednesday or the third
Saturday of the month. We will show you how.

Call Bunny at 922-6315 or Ed at 730-3055.




HONORI NG JACK DIETRICH

by Darlene Sith

Jack’s birthday was December 22nd.
He is 94 years old.

On the Sunday before his birthday the
congregation sang Happy Birthday to this
man who continues to be so much a part of
our church family. He was a charter member
and one of the visionaries that dreamed
our church more then fifty years ago and then
made it happen. The star that decorates the
outside of our church every Christmas was
made by Jack, Sara, and the youth group.
He’s been here for every new building
expansion, the organ purchase, the Memorial
Garden Cross, and the Prayer Garden. The
recent capital fund drive chose him as their
honorary chairman. If Jack is in town he
never misses Sunday worship. His leadership
has been an example for all of us to follow.

On this Sunday | made it a point to sit beside
Jack as we celebrated and sang to him. He
put his arm around my shoulder and beamed
from ear to ear. He then said, “Darlene,
| want everyone to keep this church going
and for it always to be here for the people
of this community.” Jack Dietrich received a
“We Will” from WPC as | spoke for all of us.
Let's make this request a birthday gift we
can give to honor Jack and his love for
Westminster .
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E.T. the Extra-Terrestrial
Family Movie Night
y g g.

FRIDAY, JAN. 20
at 6:30p.m.
No need to call a sitter. Make Friday Family
Night. WPC has a FREE movie just for young
families and young-at-heart friends. Come for
popcorn and a night to remember as you watch
reconnect with this charming film. There’s no ne

to “phone home” because we’'ll all be together! “
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OUR CHILDREN
IN WORSHIP
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JANUARY 29™

The 29" is the fifth
Sunday of the month and
as such is designated as
“Children actively
participating in worship”.
Jean Dixon came up with
the idea last year and it
has become part of our
worship planning for the 4 + 4 101
year. She, with assistance 41 4.#3>12 * *, E
from other leaders, is 1,11 401 4 3 *D .
finding ways for the .

children to be active in 27 80 1} 40#1
both worship times. 41

7 O 0 & /3*,43

The Joyful Strains choir
will be singing at the
offertory spot at the
traditional service and
again at the 10:30 hour
(contemporary worship).
Thus, families can attend
the worship time that is
their custom.

We find these ‘Fifth
Sunday’ opportunities are
invigorating to all of us
who are in the worship-
ping community.
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WPC Kids had a busy holiday season. Thank
you to all who participated in the mission
project, Living Nativity and Christmas Eve
pageant. The fourth and fifth graders also
enjoyed painting pottery at their fellowship
event over the holiday break.

THANK YOU DECEMBER
TEACHERS/HELPERS:

Caryl Cahill, Amy Carter, David Carter, Jean
Dixon, Jimmy Dixon, Suzanne Killmer, Kristle
Ondo, Kelly Rhodes, Jim Severa, Tricia Shel-
ton, Christie Stricklin, Sally Van Bokkelen and
Antoine Van Dyke.

A SPECIAL THANK YOU to Susan Radovich,
David Radovich, Ellen Cunningham and Cathy
Bomberger for leading the children in their
December mission project - making ever-
green arrangements. The arrangements were
used on the tables at Bethlehem Marketplace
and sold at the end of the evening, making
over $150 for mission. Thank you also to the
many church members who donated vases
and greenery for the project.

TEACHERS AND HELPERS ARE NEEDED
FOR JANUARY THROUGH MAY.
IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN BEING
A PART OF THE FUN AND FELLOWSHIP,
PLEASE CONTACT
TRICIA SHELTON AT 838-2108.

Mission Update:

Mission Work for January:

WPC Kids continue to participate in weekly offerings
for Heart for Africa. Check out the corn stalks in
Room 302 to see how much we have collected each
week.

In addition to weekly offerings, January’s mission
project will be “necessity bags” to be delivered to
local nursing homes. Each bag contains hygiene
and other daily products to help the wallet out a bit.
WPC Kids will be putting these bags together with
LuAnn and Katie Franklin on January 22 during

class time.
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P1ZZA with a Purpose is going strong through
the Christmas Break and into the New Year. Middlers
can join us for pizza, conversation and bible study

every Tuesday at 4:30 p.m.
AL

Stick around to play volleyball
.‘9

from 5:30 — 7:00 p.m. -
v

and Coach Dorn will teach
you the basics!

TheSKI TRIP to Michigan will be the weekend of
February 11/12, 2012. We’'ll spend the night at
Beachpoint Christian Camp after a day of skiing at

lift ticket, rentals, lunch and dinner on Saturday and
breakfast on Sunday.

we'll go ICE SKATING trip to Deep River
(stay tuned for the date) We'll meet at church
at 10:00 a.m. and be back by 3:00 p.m.
Parent drivers and chaperones are needed!
Let Dan know if you can help out.

Are you ready for someFOOTZAL?

Brian Smith is leading a clinic in Footzal —

a Brazilian style of indoor socc#rat uses a softer,
smaller ball — it's soccer made for basketball sized
courts. So if you are a middler who'd like to work
on your skills during the cold weather, -~ g
join us in South Hall every Monday
through March 12, 2012

from 5:00-7:00 p.m.

Finally, Confirmation Class will begin on
Wednesday, February'@&t 5:30 p.m. All interested
Eighth Grade or older youth can contact Dan for
information. Classes will be every Wednesday throud
April with a retreat the weekend of April 2722012.
Confirmation Sunday is May"6

For more information on any of these events contact Dan [Monnier
at wpcyouth @aol.com or call 219-313-2371.

0

Thursday Nite JAZZ follows High School volleyball
practice at 7:00 p.m. every — you guessed it — Thursday!
Join us for food, conversation and a chance to go dee?:er
in your faith journey.

Our competitive team has a title to defend in the

Christian youth/olleyball League! )
Coach Dawes and Coach Fieldhouse H
lead the High School Practice e
every Thursday from 5:30-7:00 p.m.. i
It's not too late to join them in the quest to rep

high school freshman looking for a place to hang out ahd

a group to laugh with? Then join us fdRe:Fresh”
our new Freshman group experience. We’'ll gather in tije
high school room on Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m. for
something to eat and discussion. Then at 7:00 p.m. wel|
play volleyball under the direction of Coach Lemke.

The 30" Anniversary season begins with a full schedulq
of games the weekend of Januafyahd &', 2012. Come
on out to cheer our three teams on. We can use parenfal
help as score keepers and line judges. Let Dan know
when you can volunteer.

The High SchooSKI| TRIP

to Cascade Mountain in Portage, WI
is scheduled for January 14/15, 201
Information is available outside the
Youth Office. The cost is $125.00.
That includes lift ticket, rentals,
meals and hotel.
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Naomi Taubin, Israeli Emissary, explains "Jewish
Life in Israel" during the Women's January luncheg

Preschool Registrationopens for current families, church families and Alunamilies onJanuary 9".

PRESCHOOL NEWS

# % *% ! !

There will beOpen Houseon January 17" from 6-8 p.m. and registration
will be open to the public. Any questions contact Lindadhoat 219-805-0906
or 219-614-2870 or you can also look online on our websipcaunster.org

Organizations needing money have been supported by your genefidsy.

“Duduza” dolls, adding charm to our tree, vatdmfort many children. They are
still for sale at $15 each, if you would like to help th®&lorphans in Swazilandj
There have been plenty made by people like our “Loviagdd” group.

Sojourner Truth House will have much needed program money tovoeten
start new lives with hope- escaping violence. Greaterrftamd is always in need
of money to support the need for utilities assistance and fblachy of their
clients are senior citizens struggling with medical expsnEvery dollar is used
to support the needy.

Here’s a summary of the amount collected for each group:

Geneva Center— $1,047.00

Greater Hammond Community Services- $4,819.56

(Includes Christmas Eve offering)

Habitat for Humanity — $620.00

Haitian Disaster Relief- $3,904.0(QIncludes Brunch donations)
Haven House- $337.00

Heart for Africa — $1,035.00

Heifer International - $2,425.00

Loaves & Fishes Ministry - $1,955.00

Samaritan Counseling Center- $1,650.00 THANK YOU
Sojourner Truth House — $985.00

TOTAL— $18,777.56.

Please give yourselves a giant hug and a “Thank You” from the Msson Team!




