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Make sure to download our 
PROGRAM & EVENTS 

BROCHURE at 
www.wpcmunster.org 

 

Rev. Bruce Haapalainen 
 

Verdeen Strain, 
Music Director 
 

Darlene Smith, 
Parish Nurse 
 

Sally Van Bokkelen, 
Christian Ed. & Outreach 
 

Gina Nida, 
Communications Coord. 
 

Lesleigh Anello,  
Buildings & Operations 
 

Jeanie Haapalainen, 
Small Groups Coord.  
 

Dan LeMonnier, 
Youth Director 
 

Carol Arterburn, 
Church Secretary 
 

Dawn Dal Santo, 
Financial Secretary 
 

Chris Gloff, 
Contemporary Worship  
Music Leader 
 

Radley Robinson, 
Media 
 

Linda Moran, 
Preschool Director 
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The prayer above comes from a devotional booklet edition from a few years 
back.  It is designed to be used as a prayer before the day begins, but I’m 
sure you can see how it could be used in a number of ways and for lots of 
occasions.  Focusing on the whole and not getting tangled in the fragments 
is a lot of what modern Christians are challenged to do.  Everything is a  
priority.  Many causes are good and needful and worthy.  Competition for our 
time is fierce, often to the level of being vicious.  The world is hungry, naked, 
imprisoned, disenfranchised, lonely, angry, and all-around not too nice.  And 
most of the time that “world” begins very close to home - like waiting at our 
church doors for food or walking the streets of our neighborhoods or simply 
sitting at home alone, praying that the doorbell or phone will ring. 
 
In addition to the above adjectives, though, our world is also amazing,  
caring, joyous, communal, hopeful, challenging, and ultimately, I believe, 
rewarding.  It is not only a matter of perspective.  This isn’t one of those,  
“Is the glass half empty or half full?” kind of questions.  In truth the glass  
is both.  Also, in truth, it doesn’t really matter.  For a Christian the debate  
is quite useless.  We are called to get the glass while it still contains  
life-giving and cleansing water and share it - with someone who is thirsty. 
 
I read a book once that described life choices like this: 
 + we play to win 
 + we play to avoid losing 
 + we play to lose 
 + we’re not sure we want to leave the locker room 
 
If you are at all like me, you can identify with each choice at one time or  
another in your life.   Sometimes the choice du jour is number 4.  When we 
land there it’s because the locker room is at least comfortable and known.  
But none of the real action takes place there.  Are we ready to take the risk 
together of playing to win for Christ?  I believe we are! 
 
                                   (*WORKDAY PRAYERS  by Donna E. Schaper) 

Spirit of the Living God, help me this day to focus my attention 
on what really matters.  Keep the fragments of this long day together, 
and as it ends, let me see my life in its parts, my connection 
in its connections, my life’s way in its many ways.  When I get 
confused, clarify me.  When I get lost, find me.  And when I wonder 
what meaning all of the pieces have, visit me.  Confidently, in the Name 
of Your Son, who knew the threat of the fragments to the whole, 
I say Amen.* 



	

          MISSION 
          MARKETPLACE �

The Mission Marketplace will be opening on  
Sunday, October 9th.  You will have the opportunity 
to purchase “Fair Trade” coffees, chocolate and  
artisan gifts and décor items. 

 

 

Shopping at WPC? Not just any shopping, but shopping with a purpose.  

 
 
 
 
 
The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) co-sponsors the Presbyterian Coffee Project 
with Equal Exchange, an employee-owned, certified fair trade company which 
purchases 100 percent of its products according to fair trade standards.  Fair trade 
shares the bounty of the coffee trade with those who grow the crop, helping them 
build a better future for themselves and their communities. Through fair trade, 
farmers and artisans earn a fairer share of income, have access to services that are 
otherwise unavailable and gain long-term trading partners they can trust. 
Everyone wins by shopping at the Mission Marketplace. 
 

A WIN for…  
 

· growers/entrepreneurs seeking a place to fairly trade their goods 
 

· the global village where when one prospers, we all succeed 
 

· us in our personal desire to do something positive to help others 
 

· the customer/investor who receives a great product (like chocolate or coffee!) 
 

· WPC as we participate in our denomination’s plan to do social justice, not just 
talk about it 

 

The Mission Marketplace, located in Fellowship Hall, will be open on Sunday 
mornings, at special events and by appointment. Change up your daily cup of  
coffee. It’s delicious and makes a difference in someone’s life. Make sure to check 
out the beautiful items that will also be available. 
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HELP WANTED:  
We are looking for a part-time 
building services employee. This 
position is primarily  responsible 
for cleaning the building and  
setting up for events.  
 

The hours worked are roughly 20 
hours per week, with an  
alternating schedule of  evenings 
and weekends. If you or someone 
you know may be interested in  
applying for this position, please 
contact Lesleigh Anello, Building  
Manager, at 219-838-3131. 
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Damian Santay 
Jill Meyers  
Bud Vance  
Karen Comstock  
Jim Jaracz  
Promela Mehta  
Karen Galocy  
Dave Gott  
Pat Warot 
Beverly Hughes 
Jan Lund  
Gail Dixon  
Kim Karlen  
Jill Meyers  

Bud Vance 
Karen Comstock  
Jim Jaracz  
Promela Mehta  
Karen Galocy  
The Mizwicki Family Damian Santay 
Aldridge Family, neighbors of Chuck Weier 
The work of the Stephen Ministers 
Robbie Osterman, serving in Iraq 
Morgan Sidenbender, daughter/Wendy Borbely 
Sharon Meyer, mother/Tiffany Perez 
Amelia Oliver, friend/Sally Resch 
Baby Eli, great grandson of Chuck & Karen Lansdowne 
James Daum, brother/Marianne Comstock 

	

Wednesday, Oct. 5 at 7:00 p.m. 
Five Love Languages for Those 
in Care Giving Ministry 
Presenter: Rev. Bruce Haapalainen 
 

Wednesday, Nov. 2 at 7:00 p.m. 
Living the Life You Want 
With a little bit of soul searching 
we’ll explore and identify obstacles 
that keep you from living life. 
Presenter: Julie Kisse L.C.S.W. 
St. Anthony Health Services 
 

Saturday, Nov. 12 at 10:00 a.m. 
Listening with the Heart 
(through words and song) “When we 
listen we weave the world into  
wholeness and holiness.” 
Presenter: Adam Gawlikowski B.S., 
M.S.- Speech Communication and 
Theatre Arts 
 

Wednesday, Dec. 21 at 7:00 p.m. 
The Longest Night Service 
“A Time of Remembering & Prayer” 
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This group is open to anyone and  
everyone, and all those in the 
care giving ministry included! 

1:00 p.m. 

The Ogren family 
wishes to thank all of 
you for your cards, 
visits, and kind words 
this past week over the 
passing of Peggy’s 
mom, Helen McShane. 
 

We could not have 
gotten through it  
without all of you. 
 

Thanks again 
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COMING 
NOV. 13 

 

Tailgate Party 
Bears vs Lions 

 

12:00 (noon) 
 

Bring an appetizer 
and your own 
comfy chair to 

watch the game! 
Everyone invited! 
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BEGINNING IN SEPTEMBER  
 

Tuesdays Evenings 
6:30-8:00 p.m. 
Beatitudes from the Back Side 
Leaders: Nancy Stamper &  
Sally Van Bokkelen 
 
Third Wednesday of the month 
6:30-7:45 p.m. 
Women's Evening Bible Study 
Women of the Old and New  
Testament 
Leader: Jean Dixon 
 
Wednesday Evenings 
7:00-8:30 a.m. 
Men's Breakfast and Bible Study 
The Gospel of John- Part II 
Leaders: Greg Stephan 
and Joe Van Bokkelen 
Breakfast, Coffee & Discussion 
 
First Saturdays of the month 
8:30-11:00 a.m. 
Linking Faith and Daily Life 
Breakfast, various topics &  
shared leadership�

�
Every other Tuesdays 
9:15-11:15 a.m. 
Scholarly(?) Women 
Great Religions of the World 
(Ongoing studies) 
Leader: Camilla Higley and  
group facilitators 
 
First Wednesday of the month 
Women's Group and Bible Study 
11:00 a.m-1:00 p.m. 
(Bring a sack lunch) 
Mudhouse Sabbath 
Leader: Sally Van Bokkelen 
�
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9:00 a.m.  
 

October 2-30 
"Becoming a Good Samaritan"  
Leaders: Darlene Smith,  
Sally Van Bokkelen and  
Jim and Erna Yackel 
 
 

10:30 a.m.  
 

October 2-23 
"More than Numbers in Numbers" 
Presenter: Dr. Ralph Klein, Chicago 
Lutheran School of Theology, 
 

October 30 
"Beyond Bible Bashing and  
Bible-phobia: Thinking Biblically in 
the 21st Century.  Presenter  
Frank Yamada, McCormick  
Theological Seminary 
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Able-bodied helpers with a Van or SUV are needed to pick-up 
food donations from a nearby grocery store once a month on  
Sunday mornings.  Please contact Ed or Sally (838-3131).��

Consider serving in 	Loaves & Fishes Outreach�
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THANK YOU SEPTEMBER  
TEACHERS/HELPERS: 

Amy Carter, Jean Dixon, Jimmy Dixon,  
Christina Iwachiw, Suzanne Killmer,  
Tiffany Perez, Eric Rentschler,  
Sue Rentschler, Brett Shelton,  
Tricia Shelton, Joanna Smith,  
Dana Wood & Mike Wood. 	

WPC Kids kicked off the new school year on  
September 18 with Rally Sunday. The theme for the 
year is “Better Together.”  Lessons will focus on  
relationships as biblical stories of “pairs” will be  
presented throughout the year.  If you’d like to get 
involved as a teacher or helper, please contact  
Tricia Shelton at 838-2108. 

Mission Work for October:  

WPC Kids participate in weekly offerings for 
Heart for Africa.  We send about $50 a month 
for the purchase of corn meal distributed to 
communities in Swaziland.   

Check out the corn stalks in Room 302 to see 
how much we have collected each week.   

In addition to weekly offerings, a monthly  
mission project is planned each month.  
 October’s mission project will continue to be  
“Quarters to Cure Hunger”.  Bring quarters in 
to be donated to Feed My Starving Children. 
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Enjoy an afternoon of  
FOOD, FELLOWSHIP & FUN! 
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OCTOBER 
1st- Apple Picking/Pie Baking 
2nd- 10:15 AM Parent Meeting,  Room 305 
2nd- Bike Ride along Oak Ridge Prairie Trail to Hobart 
11th- Volleyball practice begins 5:30 – 7:00 PM 
15th- Paint Ball @ Bad Landz in Crete, IL.  
22nd- Fright Fest @ Great America.  
30th- 1:00 – 4:00 PM Host  
“Spook-tacular Sunday” 
 
 

NOVEMBER 
4th- 7 PM –Autumn Youth Night 
 

DECEMBER 
11th– Bethlehem Market, host craft table 
18th- Christmas Party, 9:00 AM, Room 305 
 

JANUARY 
January-March 2012 – Interfaith Volleyball League 
21st- Ice Skating at Deep River Water Park 
 

FEBRUARY 
10th- Family Night (Theme: Valentine’s Day/Italian 
Night) 
11th & 12th- Ski Trip to Bittersweet  
 

APRIL 
13th- Spring Youth Night 
April 27-29, 2012  – Confirmation Retreat (8th graders) 
 

MAY 
6th- Confirmation Sunday (@ 9:00 & 10:30 Worship) 
May 6, 13, 20, 27– Zandstra’s Farm Flower Coupon 
Fund Raiser 
 

   Other School Year Events 
 

· “Pizza w/a Purpose” – Every Tuesday 4:30-5:30  
beginning October 11. Dinner & Discussion. 

· Open Gym/Volleyball practice to follow  
· Confirmation classes for 8th graders will begin on  

February 7th @ 5:30 PM 
· Bike the Chicago Lake Front – Spring 2012 
· Possible trip to Krush Skate Park in Tinley Park, IL 
· Local mission opportunities 
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OCTOBER 
2nd- Parent Meeting, 10:05 AM, Room 305 
2nd- Bike Ride along the Oak Ridge Prairie Trail  
13th- Volleyball Practice begins 5:30-7:00 PM 
15th- Paint Ball @ Bad Landz in Crete, IL 
22nd- Fright Fest @ Great America  
30th- Host “Spook-tacular Sunday” 1:00 – 4:00 PM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
NOVEMBER- 4th-6th– The Awakening Spiritual 
Weekend 
 

DECEMBER 
11th- Bethlehem Market - 
(We will serve soup as a work camp fundraiser) 
18th– 7:00 PM, Christmas Party (in High School Room) 
 

JANUARY 
28th & 29th– Ski Trip/Retreat to  
Cascade Mountain, Portage, WI 
 

FEBRUARY 
January-March 2012 – Interfaith Volleyball League 
10th- 6:00 PM, Family Night  - Valentines Day/Italian 
Night 
 

 Other School Year Events: 
 

· Thursday Night Jazz  begins Oct. 13th, 7-9 PM 
Dinner, Devotions & Discussion  

· Concerts, Field Trips and Special Events as  
they become available 

· Feed My Starving Children - Local Mission Trip  
(To be scheduled during Christmas Break) 

· Local Mission opportunities such as preparing dinner  
and serving at Hammond Warming Shelter 

· Trip to Krush Skate Park in Tinley Park, IL 
· Girlz Nite Out! – Monthly special events or field 

trips led by Shari LeMonnier, Katie Sanchez and the  
women of Westminster 

 

 
   For more information on any of these events contact Dan LeMonnier  

  at wpcyouth @aol.com or call 219-313-2371. 



FOR A COPY OF 
OUR FALL/WINTER  

ADULT ED  
BROCHURE  

GO TO  
WPCMUNSTER.ORG 

Please keep us updated 
on any changes in  

e-mails! 

THANKS! 
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The Presence of God Within (and other deep thoughts) 
“Doubts are the ants in the pants of faith. They keep it awake and moving.” 

�  Frederick Buechner 
 
¨ Do you have questions that might not be p.c. (politically correct) in church circles? 
¨ Do you have ideas about God that you haven’t ever heard anyone else mention?  
 

Have we got a group for you!  
Join Carl Strain and friends once a month,  
for lively, thought provoking conversation. 

 

No ideas are too wild. No answers will be treated as right or wrong. There will be no judgment, just  
honest dialogue about your questions and beliefs. Come and find out you are not alone in your  
thoughts about heaven, hell and other questions of the universe. 
 

The first meeting will be Tuesday, October 23rd at 7:30pm.  
If you have questions please call Carl Strain at 838-6251. 


