RUTH/ESTHER: Portraits in Faith
All Church Study - 2010
The Week of September 12 
Message Title: Guess Who's Coming (and not) to Dinner?
Passages:

Ruth 1: 1-5    



Esther 1: 1-12 




2 John 1-3 & 12-13 (the 3rd Bible Book Devoted to a Woman)
How to say hello to Ruth and Esther? We have begun to compare and contrast who they are and what their life circumstances are. Ruth begins with a famine in Israel while Esther starts with a feast in a foreign country. Ruth is a foreigner coming with her mother-in-law to Israel. Esther is a Jew living in a foreign land, pulled into circumstances she can scarcely understand. The similarities are that both are living their lives and are given the opportunity to live into God's time.  Each will have the chance to paint, with the brushstrokes of their own unique life, a portrait of faithfulness to God. They are examples for how to live in God's embrace.
With Ruth – 

What does loyalty mean?  

When has someone stood by you in your life?


How did that make you feel?

With Esther – 

How must it have felt for a young Jewish girl to become the queen of a powerful foreign 


nation?

Esther was asked to take a big risk, putting her life on the line to serve her people. When 

have you felt like God was calling/nudging you to do?

Prayer for the week: 

Lord, as we prepare to study these women of great faith, help us to be open to the opportunities to serve you that come into our lives. Bless us with faithfulness as we look to Jesus our Lord, Example and Friend. Amen.
