RUTH/ESTHER: Portraits in Faith
All Church Study – Fall 2010
The Week of November 14
Message Title: 
In Every YES! Is a Thank You!
Main Thought:

Disciples Do God's Will Without Counting Cost
Passages:

Ruth 1: 15-18




Esther 4: 9-14
Ruth and Esther have differences: one is of a foreign woman coming to live in Israel while the other is of a Jewish woman living in Persia. Ruth begins with a famine and funerals and ends with a wedding and a baby.  Esther begins with a queen dethroned and ends with a people saved. Esther is young and impressionable. Ruth is widowed as well as tired and hungry. Ruth is a story of people responding to each other with hesed (lovingkindness and hospitality). Esther is another story of Jews being persecuted and in need of salvation. (Is Haman that much different than Hitler?)
Ruth and Esther have similarities: both show that God does mighty acts in unexpected ways and through channels (people) we often don't expect. Ruth trusts in the advice of Naomi. Esther depends on Mordecai. Israel is recovering from a famine in Ruth. Israel is still in exile in Esther. God is seen primarily through the actions of people who  summon courage and take risks.  In each the future is preserved through actions of selflessness in the present following difficulties of the past.
Questions – 

+ What was your favorite idea or passage in Ruth?
+ If it is a love story, name all the lovers involved.

+ What did it mean to Israel that a descendant of David (and Jesus!) was a foreign woman? What does 
that mean to you?


+ Did you notice how Esther's personality and spirit change throughout  the course of 



the book? What did you notice most and what does it mean to you?

+  For you, what was the highlight of the book? The lowlight? Why?
+ What does it mean that the contributions of two women of faith could survive all of the male 
dominated world (church and otherwise) to be such important parts of  the Bible?
Prayer for the week: 

Lord we thank you for the stories of these women who had the faith and ability to make a way where there was no way. May we have the faith and courage to do the same. In  the name of the one who is the way, the truth and the life.. Amen.
