RUTH/ESTHER: Portraits in Faith
All Church Study – Fall 2010
The Week of November 9
Message Title: 
Problem Solving God’s Way
Main Thought:

God Makes the Impossible, Possible
Passages:

Esther 8
The evil Haman has been hung on the gallows he built for Mordecai – right outside his own house. The problem is that the death for Jews edict is still in force. The King’s orders cannot be revoked because the King doesn’t make mistakes! Esther is given Haman’s property and the King’s signet ring that carries royal authority goes to Mordecai.
The King tells Mordecai to write whatever edict he sees fit. He responds by allowing Jews to assemble, bear arms and defend themselves even to the point of plunder – if attacked. Scribes, the best messengers and king’s finest horses are assembled to see this law gets to the people in time to save the Jews. It is the ancient version of FedEx overnight delivery.
Will they get the news out in time? Will the Jews be saved? Will they resist the temptation for revenge? Stay tuned  . . .

Questions – 
+ Have you ever used God’s help in solving a big problem? What was the problem and 


how did you find God’s leading?

+ How do you know when it is “God’s Will” for you to follow a specific course in your

 life?


+ When the Jews receive their deliverance, they move quickly to what might be 

considered retribution. Is that how you see it? Is this an inevitable course for human beings?
+ Look at the relationships between Esther and Mordecai and Esther and Xerxes? How 


have they changed and what do you see as they related to one another?
Prayer for the week: 

Help us to trust you for problem solving help. Remind for, and mindful of, the times when you are calling us to act for you. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
