RUTH/ESTHER: Portraits in Faith
All Church Study - 2010
The Week of September 19
Message Title: 
Circumstance or Heart - Which Changes First?

Passage:

Ruth 1: 6-22

Memory Verse:
“Where you go I will go, and where you stay I will stay. Your people will 



be my people and your God my God. Where you die I will die, and 




there I will be buried. May the LORD deal with me, be it ever so severely, 



if anything but death separates you and me."
Bible scholar Warren Wiersbe says of life's trouble we can try to, "endure it, escape it or enlist it." Ruth puts it all on the line and moves to a different place. Mistake or faith move? One famine is exchanged for three funerals then Ruth's life at "home" is exchanged for a journey to a new land with a relatively new mother-in-law.
Choices are always before us. Ruth makes one that commits her to a relationship with her mother-in-law and opens her heart to God’s blessings.
Questions – 


Of the three women in the chapter (Naomi, Ruth & Orpah) which do you feel the closest 

to or most like?  Why?

Much of life is about the decision between leaving and cleaving. When you have had 


one of those life decisions, how have you known what to do?


Have you ever had to start over as Ruth and Naomi did? What process did you follow 


and how did you feel?



How did Naomi react to her problems? How did Ruth act? How about Orpah? What 


similar and unique issues were each woman facing

Ruth  took a big risk, putting her life on the line to serve her people. When 



have you felt like God was calling/nudging you to do?

Prayer for the week: 

Lord, in our lives come many changes. As we face them help us to know it is the situation in our heart and not in our circumstances that determines what our life will be.  Amen.
