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�“Though I had no preconceived 
intentions when I stared at the 
blank canvas, I began to paint 
swirling and rising figures all  
helping and reaching out to one 
another. The horror of the  
disaster was replaced by  
renewal. I found peace in the 
resulting message . . . that  
compassion will rise the  
victor over destruction. 
 
For all of the people who helped, 
for all the people who died, for 
all of the families who mourn, 
this image has been created to 
comfort.” 
 
~Shari LeMonnier 
September 2001 
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Rev. Bruce Haapalainen 
 

Verdeen Strain, 
Music Director 
 

Darlene Smith, 
Parish Nurse 
 

Sally VanBokkelen, 
Christian Ed. & Outreach 
 

Gina Nida, 
Communications Coord. 
 

Lesleigh Anello,  
Buildings & Operations 
 

Jeanie Haapalainen, 
Small Groups Coord.  
 

Dan LeMonnier, 
Youth Director 
 

Carol Arterburn, 
Church Secretary 
 

Dawn Dal Santo, 
Financial Secretary 
 

Chris Gloff, 
Contemporary Worship  
Music Leader 
 

Radley Robinson, 
Media 
 

Linda Moran, 
Preschool Director 
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It’s time for our Fall, All-Church Study! This year we will be studying 
the Book of James, perhaps the first New Testament book to be  
written. It was also one of the last to be included in the Bible because 
some people found controversy in its message. One of the most  
powerful things about James is the Practical Applicability of the  
message. So, we will be studying using the theme title: JAMES – The 
Nuts and Bolts of Our Faith. 
 

As in past years there will be study/discussion questions available  
on-line, by email or on Sunday mornings. We hope people will get  
together in groups large, small or in-between to talk about how best to 
live our Christian life. Each week we will be discussing a “tool” to build 
our faith. Our study will begin on September 18th and conclude on  
November 6th. In that period of time we will be addressing topics like: 
Finding Joy in Tough Times , Show and Tell: Works and Faith  and 
Totally Taming Our Tricky Tongue. 
 

We will also have Small Groups meeting throughout that time which 
will address specific aspects of Christian Faith like service, hospitality 
and kindness. Be looking for the signup sheets. Also be ready to start 
a group that meets your schedule if nothing works. We will get you 
started and find a leader if you need one. 
 

Pray for the success of this study as we look at how to be Practical  
Christians. I am looking forward to the Fall – and hope you are too! 
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 as well as learn to appreciate 
 the spiritual gifts of others.  
 Reserve your spot today! 

The next classes will meet on Mondays, Sept.19th  
and 26th, and Oct.3rd and 10th from 6:30 to 8:30 p. m. in room 209 

    To reserve your spot please sign up in Fellowship Hall, or call the church 
at 838-3131, or e-mail Lesly Casper at leslycasper@sbcglobal.net.  

	

Make sure to download our 
PROGRAM & EVENTS 

BROCHURE at 
www.wpcmunster.org 



August Session Meeting Report by Betty Curvey, Clerk 
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¨ approved the concept of a Mission Marketplace, with a small group 
selecting and marketing free trade items (chocolate and coffee) in the 
Gathering Space. 

¨ accepted a gift of a plasma screen for the adult education room. It will 
show videos via a lockable laptop computer. 

¨ accepted with regret the resignation from Session of Elder Rob Adlard. 

¨ heard the golf outing netted $240 for the deacon fund. 
¨ learned the pastor will interview five candidates for the church  

secretary position. 
¨ promoted Lesleigh Anello to full time Operations/Administration  

Director, beginning Sept.1 
¨ heard that Church Interiors Inc. will be on campus to bring plans to the 

Sanctuary Renovation Team. 
¨ learned the appraisal of church property has been completed. 
¨ approved the Vision Statement in principle. It will be used in the  

feasibility study to be conducted by Cargill, Inc. 
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SAFETY AT WPC  
 Lately, we’ve had individuals 
enter the church after office 
hours requesting money.  The 
police have been notified.  The 
staff will be considering our 
“Open Door”  policy.  Please 
watch for information about 
new methods for entering WPC 
after 4:30 p.m. This is troubling 
to all of us. 

Please greet, identify, and  
offer to direct anyone you  
don’t know when coming for 
evening meetings and 
events.  If you arrive at the 
church and the doors are 
locked, call 838-3131, to see  
if there’s a staff member to 
open the front doors.  We’ll 
keep you informed! 
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And the music rings in our hearts and minds! For more information  
see Verdeen Strain or e-mail her at vastrain@netzero.net. 

There is a vacancy in the handbell choir. The attraction 
in handbell choirs is the 'spirit of the group'. We depend 
on one another to ring the right bells at the right time; we 
share pieces of our lives as we rehearse together;  the 
experience of ringing bells on a Thursday evening 
takes us from our daily stresses into music making with 
others from 6:30 to 7:20 every Thursday. 

For the month ended August 31, 2011 
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THANK YOU 
 
I want to thank all 
of you that was 
praying for my 
family during the 
loss of my brother. 
 

Also thank you for 
all of the phone 
calls and beautiful 
cards. 
 

The prayers that 
were being said 
made it a little  
easier.  
 

In Christian Love, 
Clara Hanus & 
family 
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Wednesday, Oct. 5 at 7:00 p.m. 
Five Love Languages for Those in 
Care Giving Ministry 
Presenter: Rev. Bruce Haapalainen 
 

Wednesday, Nov. 2 at 7:00 p.m. 
Living the Life You Want 
With a little bit of soul searching 
we’ll explore and identify obstacles 
that keep you from living life. 
Presenter: Julie Kisse L.C.S.W. 
St. Anthony Health Services 
 

Saturday, Nov. 12 at 10:00 a.m. 
Listening with the Heart 
(through words and song) “When we 
listen we weave the world into  
wholeness and holiness.” 
Presenter: Adam Gawlikowski B.S., 
M.S.- Speech Communication and 
Theatre Arts 
 

Wednesday, Dec. 21 at 7:00 p.m. 
The Longest Night Service 
“A Time of Remembering & Prayer” 
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This group is open to anyone and  

everyone, and all those in the 
care giving ministry included! 

1:00 p.m. 
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 "A harvest of justice is sown in peace." James 3:18. Christians long for a more  
just and peaceful world - where the worth of every person is valued, where greed  
no longer rules and hunger no longer results, where bullets and bombs no longer  

devastate. God's word shows us the way. 
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BEGINNING IN SEPTEMBER  
 

Tuesdays, beginning Sept. 13 
6:30-8:00 p.m. 
Beatitudes from the Back Side 
Leaders: Nancy Stamper &  
Sally Van Bokkelen 
 
Third Wed., beginning Sept. 21 
6:30-7:45 p.m. 
Women's Evening Bible Study 
Women of the Old and New  
Testament 
Leader: Jean Dixon 
 
Wednesdays, beginning Sept. 7 
7:00-8:30 a.m. 
Men's Breakfast and Bible Study 
The Gospel of John- Part II 
Leaders: Greg Stephan 
and Joe Van Bokkelen 
Breakfast, Coffee & Discussion 
 
First Saturdays,  
beginning Sept. 10 
8:30-11:00 a.m. 
Linking Faith and Daily Life 
Breakfast, various topics &  
shared leadership�

�
Every other Tues.,  
beginning Sept. 6 
9:15-11:15 a.m. 
Scholarly(?) Women 
Great Religions of the World 
(Ongoing studies) 
Leader: Camilla Higley and  
group facilitators 
 
First Wednesdays, 
beginning Sept. 7 
Women's Group and Bible Study 
11:00 a.m-1:00 p.m. 
(Bring a sack lunch) 
Mudhouse Sabbath 
Leader: Sally Van Bokkelen 
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This theme fits into our 
Fall study of the book of 
James!  
 

The Presbyterian 
Peacemaking 
Offering partners with  
the 75th Anniversary  
of celebration of World 
Communion on  
Sunday, October 4. 
Churches throughout the 
world focus on: 
 

· Conflict resolution and 
stopping violence - 
through our support of 
youth ministry and the 
Samaritan Counseling 
Center: 

· Doing our part to end 
hunger - our Loaves & 
Fishes Ministry: 

· Bringing children and 
adults of different 
backgrounds together - 
special presentations 
remembering 9/11 with 
stories of diversity: 

     Healing from personal 
loss, working together 
in mission and building 
relationships - Stephen 
Ministry, Sunday 
Night Suppers and the 
Friends - Better 
Together Group.  

 

Imagine how we might 
plant seeds of peace with 

our Peacemaking 
Offering! We keep 1/4 
at WPC and send the 
remainder to our 
Presbytery and the 
General Assembly for 
Peacemaking 
programs.  
 

Envelopes are available 
in the pew card 
holders. Flyers and 
more information are 
found on the Mission 
table in the main entry 
hallway. Please support 
our Peacemaking 
ministries! 
 

~Your Mission Team~ 
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9:00 a.m.  
 

September 11 
Ten Years Later…. 
Repercussions, lessons  
and hope for loving our  
Muslim neighbors post 9/11 
Leader: Jay Moses 
First Presbyterian Church of Wheaton,  
Muslim Coordinator for Chicagoland  
Presbyterians 
 

September 18 & 25 
James – Putting our Faith into Action 
Leaders: Kim and Diane Karlen 

10:30 a.m.  
 

September 11 
Ten Years Later…. 
Repercussions, lessons and hope for  
loving our Muslim neighbors post 9/11 
Leader: Jay Moses 
First Presbyterian Church of Wheaton,  
Muslim Coordinator for Chicagoland  
Presbyterians 
 

September 18 
Multiculturalism through the Ages:  
A historical look at interreligious  
cooperation  
Presenters: Tanya & Sriram Sadagopan  
 

September 25 
Islam, Muslims, and the Current Global 
Context: Moving Beyond  
Media Sound Bytes 
Presenter: Scott Alexander 
Chicago Catholic Theological Union,  
Director of the Catholic-Muslim Studies  
Program 
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We will miss her in her weekly role but appreciate  
that she will continue to stay involved through the 
Mentoring program and overseeing Fifth Sunday for 
the Children’s Ministry team.  

 

                              is September 18        
                              at 9 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.  
Join us as we kick off the Fall Curriculum 
for the children – Better Together!  
Children will begin in worship and then 
exit to Room 301 for a celebration! 

 

 

 
 

Teachers and Helpers Still Needed : 

The program is still in need of more help at  
both services. If interested in sharing God’s love 
with His children, please contact Tricia Shelton  
at 838-2108.  

Mission Work for September:  

WPC Kids participate in weekly offerings for Heart  
for Africa. We send about $50 monthly for the  
purchase of corn meal distributed to communities in 
Swaziland.     

In addition to weekly offerings, a monthly mission  
project is planned each month.  September’s mission 
project is “Quarters to Cure Hunger.” Bring quarters  
in to be donated to Feed My Starving Children. 

 
 
 
 
 

¨ September 7:   Joyful Strains Choir   
(K-5th graders) 
6:30 p.m. in Choir Room with Mrs. Strain 

 

¨ September 11:  Special 9/11 Program 
The Sultan and the Saint  
(see back page for details) 

 

¨ September 18:  Rally Sunday  
“Better Together” and  
presentation of Bibles  
to 4th graders. 
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for her love and leadership. Jean 
has served as a teacher and  
co-superintendent for the children 
of WPC for seven years.  She 
has recently retired from this  
position in order to serve in other 
capacities at the church.   
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Special thanks to Tricia Shelton  
 

for organizing and coordinating 142 children  
(a record number!) and over 80 volunteers for VBS 

 
 

 
 
 
 
A heifer International family will receive a Heifer 
($500 donation) and education providing milk, cheese 
and a sustainable income ending the cycle of poverty. 
Calves from Heifer are passed on to other families. 
We also purchased a goat honoring Suzanne Killmer’s 
20th consecutive year as music educator for WPS’s 
VBS program.  

	
WPC Kids would like to thank Jean Dixon 
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SEPTEMBER 
11th 9:00 AM or 10:30 AM “The Saint and the Sultan.” 
The story of St. Francis of Assisi and his meeting with 
the Sultan of Egypt. Performed by award winning  
storyteller Megan Wells. 
24th & 25th – Fall Retreat in Angola, IN  
 

OCTOBER 
1st- Apple Picking/Pie Baking 
2nd- 10:15 AM Parent Meeting,  Room 305 
2nd- Bike Ride along Oak Ridge Prairie Trail to Hobart 
11th- Volleyball practice begins 5:30 – 7:00 PM 
15th- Paint Ball @ Bad Landz in Crete, IL.  
29th- Fright Fest @ Great America.  
30th- 1:00 – 4:00 PM Host  
“Spook-tacular Sunday” 
 

NOVEMBER 
4th- 7 PM –Autumn Youth Night 
 

DECEMBER 
11th– Bethlehem Market, host craft table 
18th- Christmas Party, 9:00 AM, Room 305 
 

JANUARY 
January-March 2012 – Interfaith Volleyball League 
21st- Ice Skating at Deep River Water Park 
 

FEBRUARY 
10th- Family Night (Theme: Valentine’s Day/Italian 
Night) 
11th & 12th- Ski Trip to Bittersweet  
 

APRIL 
13th- Spring Youth Night 
April 27-29, 2012  – Confirmation Retreat (8th graders) 
 

MAY 
6th- Confirmation Sunday (@ 9:00 & 10:30 Worship) 
May 6, 13, 20, 27– Zandstra’s Farm Flower Coupon 
Fund Raiser 
 

   Other School Year Events 
 

· “Pizza w/a Purpose” – Every Tuesday 4:30-5:30  
beginning October 11. Dinner & Discussion. 

· Open Gym/Volleyball practice to follow  
· Confirmation classes for 8th graders will begin on  

February 7th @ 5:30 PM 
· Bike the Chicago Lake Front – Spring 2012 
· Possible trip to Krush Skate Park in Tinley Park, IL 
· Local mission opportunities 
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SEPTEMBER 
11th 9:00 AM or 10:30 AM “The Saint and the Sultan. 
” The story of St. Francis of Assisi and his meeting  
with the Sultan of Egypt. Performed by award winning  
storyteller Megan Wells. 
26th & 27th- Fall Retreat in Angola, IN  
 

OCTOBER 
2nd- Parent Meeting, 10:05 AM, Room 305 
2nd- Bike Ride along the Oak Ridge Prairie Trail  
13th- Volleyball Practice begins 5:30-7:00 PM 
15th- Paint Ball @ Bad Landz in Crete, IL 
29th- Fright Fest @ Great America  
30th- Host “Spook-tacular Sunday” 1:00 – 4:00 PM 
 

NOVEMBER 
4th-6th– The Awakening Spiritual Weekend 
 

DECEMBER 
11th- Bethlehem Market - 
(We will serve soup as a work camp fundraiser) 
18th– 7:00 PM, Christmas Party  
(in High School Room) 
 

JANUARY 
28th & 29th– Ski Trip/Retreat to  
Cascade Mountain, Portage, WI 
 

FEBRUARY 
January-March 2012 – Interfaith Volleyball League 
10th- 6:00 PM, Family Night  - Valentines Day/Italian 
Night 
 

 Other School Year Events: 
 

· Thursday Night Jazz  begins Oct. 13th, 7-9 PM 
Dinner, Devotions & Discussion  

· Concerts, Field Trips and Special Events as  
they become available 

· Feed My Starving Children - Local Mission Trip  
(To be scheduled during Christmas Break) 

· Local Mission opportunities such as preparing dinner  
and serving at Hammond Warming Shelter 

· Trip to Krush Skate Park in Tinley Park, IL 
· Girlz Nite Out! – Monthly special events or field 

trips led by Shari LeMonnier, Katie Sanchez and the  
women of Westminster 

 

   For more information on any of  
  these events contact Dan LeMonnier  
  at wpcyouth @aol.com or  
  call 219-313-2371. 
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